
April 14, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Commissioner Richard Sumerix 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard                
                      Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.  
Excused: Paul Liss, Bruce Brown. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to approve the regular minutes of March 24, 
2015 with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to approve the reappointment of William Light to the Jury Board with the term ending 
April 30, 2021.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Rosemarie Tyler to the Jury Board with the term 
ending April 30, 2021.    Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion to approve the County Surveyor Contract.   Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Wade-Trim Remonumentation Contract.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Brand Land Surveying Remonumentation Contract.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s report: 
John Burt reported on the EMS building expansion plan; Soil conservation. 
 
Special Presentations: 
Kathryn Burkholder reported on the Consumers Energy Technology update. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Bill Kerr reported on the Equalization report. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to accept the 2015 Equalization Report as 
presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 



Committee Report: 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the Agreement for Use of Property with 
the City of Gaylord as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
Bill Wishart report on the City meeting. 
Dona Wishart reported on the Otsego County Commission on Aging. 
Diann Axford reported on the Treasurer’s office. 
Matt Muladore reported on the Sheriff’s Department.  
 
Correspondence: - None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the March 31, 2015 Warrant in the 
amount of $57,289.94.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to approve the April 7, 2015 Warrant in the 
amount of $94,676.47.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the April 14, 2015 Warrant in the amount of 
$319,207.75.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to adopt OCR 15-16 North County Community 
Mental Health Authority Board as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   
             Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Nays:    None. 
Excused:  Paul Liss, Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on Otsego Lake Township. 
 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix reported on the NEMCOG meeting; Soil Conservation; Bagley 
Township meeting.  
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Pigeon River advisory meeting; Road Commission 
meeting; Business after hours April 15, 2015 at Seams Like New from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.; 



Good Morning Gaylord April 17, 2015 at the Otsego Club from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.; 
Leadership program. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman attended the MAC Conference. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson thanked Tammy LaBouef; Parks and Recreation meeting. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton reported on the MAC transportation meeting; Attending MAC 
Environmental meeting. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 10:44 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 














































