
February 28, 2006

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the Multi-
Purpose Room of the J. Richard Yuill Alpine Center.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30
a.m. by Chairman Beachnau.  Invocation by Commissioner Glasser, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Commissioner Bates.

Roll call:
Present:        Backenstose, Bates, Beachnau, Liss, Glasser, Hyde.
Excused:      Olsen, Johnson, Bentz.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 16, 2006 were approved as presented.

The agenda was amended to add under special presentations, the Home Builders Association; 
Under new business item E, 9-1-1 dispatch software purchase; Item F, Fire alarm ordinance fee; 
Item H, Executive committee appointments; and item I, Resolution 06-011 honoring Trinity 
Lutheran Church.

Consent Agenda:

OCR-06-07  Discharge of Mortgage of Scott T. Tuck and Theresa A. Tuck f/k/a Teresa A. 
Boyce.
Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Backenstose, Bates, Beachnau, Liss, Glasser, Hyde.
Nays: None.
Excused: Olsen, Johnson, Bentz.
Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached)

Administrator’s report:

John Burt reported that there is a management team meeting on March 2nd; Data backup at the 
City-County Building; Security at the City-County Building; Airport director applications; 
Asbestos survey.

Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village of Vanderbilt budget meeting, hearing set next week.

Correspondence:

A letter was sent to the Water Wonderland regarding the sanitary code; Letter regarding clean 
and safe energy coalition; Conflicts of interest sheets to be turned in. 

Special Presentations:

Marie Frick from Community Corrections gave the Board the 2005 year end summary report. 



Home Builders Association is going to be placed on the March 14, 2006 agenda. 
New Business:

Motion by Commissioner Glasser, to approve Warrant B2006-08 in the amount of $156,791.49
and the prepaid invoices in the amount of $34,010.12 as presented.
Ayes: Unanimous.   Motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Backenstose, to approve Warrant B2006-09 in the amount of 
$147,961.25 and the prepaid invoices in the amount of $36,838.50 as presented. Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Liss, to approve the Public Improvement Fund (245) 2006 Budget 
Amendment as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached)

Motion by Commissioner Liss, to approve the Drug Law Enforcement Fund (265) 2006 Budget 
Amendment as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried. (see attached)

Finance Director, Rachel Frisch, presented the January 2006 financial reports to the Board.

Motion by Commissioner Bates, to approve the following appointments to the Otsego County 
Planning Commission for 3 year terms expiring December 31, 2007: James Maddox, James 
Quandt and Donald Tober as recommended by their various Township Boards.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Liss, to approve the following appointments to the Otsego County 
Planning Commission for 3 year terms expiring December 31, 2008: Ken Arndt and John Ernst as 
recommended by their Township Boards.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.

Commissioner Hyde would like to nominate Dan Wager to the Otsego County Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  Ayes: Bates, Hyde.

Nomination of Mark Eckstein, Ayes: Liss, Glasser, Beachnau and Backenstose.

Nomination of Duane Hoffman, Ayes: Unanimous.

Mark Eckstein and Duane Hoffman are both nominated to the Otsego County Zoning Board of 
Appeals.

Motion by Commissioner Glasser, to approve the following appointments to the Otsego County 
Zoning Board of Appeals for 3 year terms expiring December 31, 2008: Mark Eckstein and 
Duane Hoffman.  Ayes: Unanimous.



Motion by Commissioner Glasser, to approve OCR-06-08 Authorizing the County to levy its full 
fixed millage ballot language for a millage proposition for the May 2, 2006 Special election as 
presented.
Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Backenstose, Bates, Liss, Glasser, Hyde, Beachnau.
Nays: None.
Excused; Olsen, Johnson, Bentz.
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)

Motion by Commissioner Backenstose, to adopt the personal protective equipment policy for 
Otsego County as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Hyde, to approve the County’s portion of the purchase of  9-1-1 
Dispatch software up to an amount of $150,000 to come from the 9-1-1 Fund, and to loan 
$50,000.00 from the public improvement fund to the 9-1-1 Fund with interest of 4% to be paid 
back over a 3 year period.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Hyde, to rescind approval of $144,000.00 to purchase Verizon 
equipment in Lieu of MSP plant on all 5 councils.  The original motion was made on August 23, 
2005. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.

Motion by Commissioner Hyde, to approve OCR-06-09 setting annual fees for registration of 
security alarm systems.
Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Bates, Liss, Hyde, Backenstose, Beachnau.
Nays: Glasser.
Excused; Olsen, Johnson, Bentz.
Motion failed, needed to have 2/3 vote. (the information was not in the Board’s packet prior to 
today’s meeting per the Board rules)

Chairman Beachnau appointed Mike Hyde, Paul Beachnau and Doug Johnson to a 3 month 
appointment to the Executive Committee.

Motion by Commissioner Bates, to adopt OCR-06-011 Honoring Trinity Lutheran Church.
Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Liss, Glasser, Hyde, Backenstose, Bates, Beachnau.
Nays: None.
Excused: Olsen, Johnson, Bentz.
Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached)

Motion by Commissioner Bates, to enter into a closed session under provisions of 1976, Act 267, 
Section 8(c).
Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Glasser, Hyde, Backenstose, Bates, Liss, Beachnau.



Nays: None.
Excused: Olsen, Johnson, Bentz.
Motion carried.

Public Comment:
Brad Aarons from the Water Wonderland addressed the Board.

Board Remarks:

Commissioner Liss:         Attended workshop in South Carolina.

Commissioner Backenstose:    Attended Library Meeting.
                                                 Attended the Inter-Municipality meeting, the next meeting is    

  March 22nd at 6:00 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room.

Commissioner Glasser:            Received correspondence from the Northeast Michigan  
                                                     Consortium.

Commissioner Beachnau:        Attended the local emergency planning meeting.
                                                  Sportsplex roof repair has begun.
                                                  Toured the County with our new Administrator John Burt.

The next Michigan Township Association meeting is March 21, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Bagley   
Township Hall.

Entered into closed session at 10:45 a.m.

Returned to open session at 11:00 a.m.

Motion by Commissioner Liss, to approve the Teamsters 214, Otsego County Bus Contract from
January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2007.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. at the call of the Chair.

___________________________________
Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman

__________________________________
Susan I. DeFeyter, County Clerk




























