
January 10, 2012 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Doug Johnson.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard        

                       Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

 

Motion by Doug Johnson, to elect Paul Liss as the Vice-Chairman of the Board of 

Commissioners for a one-year term ending December 31, 2012.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the regular minutes of  December 13, 2011 

with attachments were approved via unanimous consent. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to approve the NEMCOG Hazard Mitigation Agreement Correction.  The Agreement 

will be amended to reflect the correct Term of the Contract, which is September 30, 2011 to July 

31, 2014 to better match the duration of the associated Hazard Mitigation grant.    Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to adopt, OCR 12-02 GASB 54 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:       Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard              

                 Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:        None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Carl (Butch) Mankowski to the Construction Board of 

Appeals with the term to expire on December 31, 2013.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of  Bill Touroo to the Construction Board of Appeals with 

the term to expire on December 31, 2013.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of  Frances Nowak to the Planning Commission with the 

term to expire on December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Kevin Makarewicz to the Board of Public Works with 

the term to expire December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

 



Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the Animal Control; Groen property; attempting a grant for the Sheriff’s 

patrol car laptops. 

 

Special Presentations: 

 

Jeff Ratcliff reported on the Economic Alliance. 

 

Department Head Report: 

 

Theron Higgins reported on the Bus Department. 

 

Mary Sanders reported that Hayes Township meetings have changed their time to 6:00 p.m.; 

reported Bob Diesing resigned. 

 

Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 

 

Correspondence:  

 

NEMCOG; Thank you letter from the Caring Closet. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the December 20, 2011 Warrant in the 

amount of $225,122.45 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the December 27, 2011 Warrant in the 

amount of $373,467.36 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the January 3, 2012 Warrant in the amount of 

$72,139.19 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the January 10, 2012 Warrant in the amount of 

$293,713.77 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to ratify the 2012-2013 Teamster State, County and 

Municipal Workers Local 214 Bus Tentative Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to adopt Resolution OCR-12-01 honoring Robert 

Harden. Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,  

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached) 

  



Board Remarks: 

                                          

Commissioner Clark Bates:           City Council meeting. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:       Parks and Recreation meeting. 

                                                         

Commissioner Ken Borton:            Bagley Township meeting. 

                                                         MAC. 

 

Commissioner Lee Olsen:               Northern Michigan Substance Abuse Services.      

 

Commissioner Paul Liss:                 Business after hours January 11
th

 at 5:00 p.m. at the Airport. 

                                                          CMH in new building. 

      

Chairman Paul Beachnau:               Committee assignment changes.       

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

 

_________________________________  

Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk      






