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DISTRICT SANITARY CODE - SUMMARY OF MAJOR PROPOSED REVISIONS – Oct 31, 2016 
 

This summary shows the significant changes from the Antrim, Charlevoix and Otsego District Sanitary Code to the proposed 
Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet and Otsego District Sanitary Code.  Emmet County currently has a separate code and the differences 
will be conveyed in another summary of changes document. 
 
The overall intent is to combine the entire jurisdiction under a single code and to make changes that will enhance the process of 
approving and permitting water and wastewater systems, while adhering to the mission of the health department in protecting the 
public, the environment and preventing the spread of disease. 

 
Article I – Authority, Jurisdiction and Administration: 
 
1. Combined authority and jurisdiction to include Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet and Otsego Counties 
 
Article II – Definitions:  
 
1. Added, removed and modified several definitions to make administrative corrections, clarify definitions or 

to use current industry terminology. 
 
Article III – Land Divisions, Subdivisions and Condominium Developments: 
 
1. Provided approval criteria for land divisions, subdivisions and condominium developments. 
 
Article IV – Sewage Treatment and Disposal: 
 
1. Edited 4-1 by removing the language regarding sewage discharges and created a definition of failure in 

Section 2. 
 
2. Changed the term of Operation Permits from 3 year to 1 year permits for ATS and 5 yr for Off-Site. 
 
3. Created a term for applications – 1 year 

 
4. Added provisions for application response time 
 
5. Removed the requirement for permits to be on site. 
 
6. Modified the Approval Criteria for wastewater systems to reference other sections of the code and 

eliminate redundancy. 
 
7. Removed the varying levels of performance standards by removing a Total Phosphorous standard.   
 
8. Removed requirement for 24/7 remote monitoring capability. 

 
9. Removed NSF Standard for ATS. 
 
10. Requires a 1 year prepaid maintenance contract instead of a 3 year. 
 
11. Added language for initial approval of the operation permit for ATS. 
 
12. Adds language under change of use that references an “increased effluent burden”. 

 
13. Added section on connecting to sewer when available. 



 
 
 
 
Article V – Requirements for Construction of Individual Sewage Treatment and Disposal            Systems: 
 
1. Added a maximum burial depth for septic tanks and pump chambers, for structural and maintenance 

considerations. 
 
2. Removed requirement for septic tank markers. 

 
3. Added section for septic tank compaction. 

 
4. Added section for outlet piping to be rigid >10’. 
 
5. Removed the requirement for effluent filters, except for pumped systems. 
 
6. Added a section defining a minimum pump chamber volume. 
 
7. Incorporated our lid safety policy into code (weight standard) 
 
8. Created a table for vertical separation requirements for site approval and system design (replaces redundant 

information in site approval sections). 
 

9. Added isolation standards for easements. 
 

10. Corrected soil textural classification for Loam.  
 

11. Added a minimum weight for filter fabric. 
 

12. Added a section on Forcemain construction. 
 

13. Reduced orifice minimum diameter to 1/8” 
 

14. Allowed for HD to design mound systems. 
 

15. Eliminated redundancies in easement section. 
 
 
Article VI – Wells and Water Supplies: 
 
1. Upgraded section on contaminated water supplies to reflect contaminants other than bacteriological. 
 
2. Updated section on well abandonment. 

 
3. Eliminated section on Pump and Well Rooms – addressed in Michigan’s well construction code. 
 
Article VII – Public Health Nuisances: 
 
1. No changes. 
 
Article VIII – Garbage and Rubbish: 
 
1. Minor adjustments to language of some sections. 
 
Article IX – Permit Revocation: 



 
1. Changed to Article IX instead of X. 
 
Article X – Variances: 
 
1. Improved existing variance sections to be more flexible, outline when a variance can be issued, under what 

circumstances and that conditions may be imposed in the issuance of a variance 
 

 
Article XI – Board of Appeals: 
 
1. Separates the standard of decision from the granting of conditions into two sections. 
 
Article XII – Interpretation, Injunctive Relief, Penalty, Severability and Amendments: 
  
1. No changes. 


