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SECTION R310
EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE OPENINGS

R310.1 EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE REQUIRED. BASEMENTS WITH HABITABLE SPACE
AND EVERY SLEEPING ROOM SHALL HAVE AT LEAST ONE OPENABLE EMERGENCY ESCAPE
AND RESCUE WINDOW OR EXTERIOR DOOR OPENING FOR EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND
RESCUE. WHERE OPENINGS ARE PROVIDED AS A MEANS OF ESCAPE AND RESCUE THEY
SHALL HAVE A SILL HEIGHT OF NOT MORE THAN 44 INCHES(1118 mm) ABOVE THE FLOOR.
WHERE A DOOR OPENING HAVING A THRESHOLD BELOW ADJACENT GROUND ELEVATION
SERVES AS AN EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE OPENING AND IS PROVIDED WITH A
BULKHEAD ENCLOSURE, THE BULKHEAD ENCLOSURE SHALL COMPLY WITH SECTION R310.3.
THE NET CLEAR OPENING DIMENSIONS REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION SHALL BE OBTAINED BY
NORMAL OPERATION OF THE WINDOW OR DOOR OPENING FROM THE INSIDE. ESCAPE AND
RESCUE OPENINGS WITH A FINISHED SILL HEIGHT BELOW THE ADJACENT GROUND
ELEVATION SHALL BR PROVIDED WITH A WINDOW WELL IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION
R310.2.

R310.1.1 MINIMUM OPENING AREA. ALL EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE
OPENINGS SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM NET CLEAR OPENING OF 5.7 SQUARE FEET(0.530
m2).

EXCEPTION: GRADE FLOOR OPENINGS SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM NET CLEAR
OPENING OF 5 SQUARE FEET (0.465 m2).

R310.1.2 MINIMUM OPENING HEIGHT. THE MINIMUM NET CLEAR OPENING HEIGHT
SHALL BE 24" (610 MM).
R310.1.3 MINIMUM OPENING WIDTH. THE MINIMUM NET CLEAR OPENING WIDTH SHALL
BE 20 INCHES (508 mm).
R310.1.4 OPERATIONAL CONSTRAINTS. EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE
OPENINGS SHALL BE OPERATIONAL FROM THE INSIDE OF THE ROOM WITHOUT THE
USE OF KEYS OR TOOLS.

R310.2 WINDOW WELLS. WINDOW WELLS REQUIRED FOR EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE
SHALL HAVE HORIZONTAL DIMENSIONS THAT ALLOW THE DOOR OR WINDOW OF THE
EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE OPENING TO BE FULLY OPENED. THE HORIZONTAL
DIMENSIONS OF THE WINDOW WELL SHALL PROVIDE A MINIMUM NET CLEAR AREA OF 9
SQUARE FEET(0.84 m 2) WITH A MINIMUM HORIZONTAL PROJECTION AND WIDTH OF 36 INCHES
(914 mm).

EXCEPTION: THE LADDER OR STEPS REQUIRED BY SECTION R310.2.1 SHALL BE
PERMITTED TO ENCROACH A MAXIMUM OF 6 INCHES (152 mm) INTO THE REQUIRED
DIMENSIONS OF THE WINDOW WELL.
R310.2.1 LADDER AND STEPS. WINDOW WELLS WITH A VERTICAL DEPTH GREATER
THAN 44 INCHES (1118 mm) BELOW THE ADJACENT GROUND LEVEL SHALL BE
EQUIPPED WITH A PERMANENTLY AFFIXED LADDER OR STEPS USABLE WITH THE
WINDOW IN THE FULLY OPEN POSITION. LADDERS OR STEPS REQUIRED BY THIS
SECTION SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH SECTIONS R314 AND R315.
LADDERS OR RUNGS SHALL HAVE AN INSIDE WIDTH OF AT LEAST 12 INCHES (305 mm),
SHALL PROJECT AT LEAST 3 INCHES (76 mm)FROM THE WALL AND SHALL BE SPACED
NOT MORE THAN 18 INCHES(457 mm) ON CENTER VERTICALLY FOR THE FULL HEIGHT
OF THE WINDOW WELL.
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R310.3 BULKHEAD ENCLOSURES.  BULKHEAD ENCLOSURES SHALL PROVIDE DIRECT
ACCESS TO THE BASEMENT. THE BULKHEAD ENCLOSURE WITH THE DOOR PANELS IN THE
FULLY OPEN POSITION SHALL PROVIDE THE MINIMUM NET CLEAR OPENING REQUIRED BY
SECTION R310.1.1 BULKHEAD ENCLOSURES SHALL ALSO COMPLY WITH SECTION R314.9.
R310.4 BARS, GRILLS, COVERS AND SCREENS. BARS, GRILLS, COVERS, SCREENS OR
SIMILAR DEVICES ARE PERMITTED TO BE PLACED OVER EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE
OPENINGS, BULKHEAD ENCLOSURES, OR WINDOW WELLS THAT SERVE SUCH OPENINGS,
PROVIDED THE MINIMUM NET CLEAR OPENING SIZE COMPLIES WITH SECTION R310.1.1 TO
R310.1.3, AND SUCH DEVICES SHALL BE RELEASABLE OR REMOVABLE FROM THE INSIDE
WITHOUT THE USE OF A KEY, TOOL OR FORCE GREATER THAN THAT WHICH IS REQUIRED FOR
NORMAL OPERATION OF THE ESCAPE AND RESCUE OPENING.

I UNDERSTAND THE ABOVE CODE REQUIREMENTS THAT MY PRINTS ARE BEING REVIEWED
UNDER.
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