
March 22, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County Building at 
225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. 
by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance led by Sheriff Matt Nowicki. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma 
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
 

Absent:          None. 
 
John Burt introduced Kyle Ryan, the new Parks and Recreation Director to the Board. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to approve the 
Regular minutes of March 8, 2016 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser, requested items B (5) Trail Extension Grant and B (8) Building Healthy 
Communities Grant be removed from the consent agenda and placed under Committee reports. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 16-06 Mortgage Discharge for Scott E. Johnson and Anita J. Johnson as 
presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:      Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma 
                Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:      None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR-16-07 Mortgage Discharge for Richard Thomas Knoth and Nancy Ann Knoth as 
presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:      Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma 
                Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:      None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR-16-08 Mortgage Discharge for Alpine Development as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:      Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma 
                Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:      None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
 



Motion to approve FY 2015 Animal Control Budget amendment as presented. 
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2015 General Fund Budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Capital Projects Fund Budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 General Fund Budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Parks Budget amendment 1 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Parks Budget amendment 2 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached)  
 
Special Presentations: 
The Public hearing on Land and Water Grant Conservation Fund was opened at 9:33 a.m. 
The Public hearing on Land and Water Grant Conservation Fund was closed at 9:35 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to adopt 
Resolution OCR 16-09 Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant Application as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:      Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma 
                Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:      None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
The Public hearing on Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant application was opened at 9:35 a.m. 
The Public hearing on Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant application was closed at 9:37 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to 
adopt Resolution OCR 16-10 Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:       Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma 
                Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:      Ken Glasser. 
 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
The public hearing on Gaylord Gateway Trail Support was opened at 9:38 a.m. 
The public hearing on Gaylord Gateway Trail Support was closed at 9:56 a.m. 
 



Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to adopt OCR 
16-11 supporting the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund Application for the 
Gaylord Gateway Trail. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:       Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma 
                Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:      Ken Glasser. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the budget amendment in the amount of $50,000 from residual General Fund fund balance 
to the Capital Projects Fund for the purpose of funding the construction of a County-owned Nature 
Center Building.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser to approve the 
following rates for Civil Division Services: 

 Miscellaneous Notes: $25.00 

 Non-Domestic PPO Service: $40.00 

 Order of Eviction, Stand-by time: $60.00 after the first hour (to be billed in 15 minute 
increments)     

Ayes:      Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma 
                Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:      Ken Glasser. 
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Trail Extension Grant. 
Ayes:      Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma 
                Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:      Ken Glasser. 
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Building Healthy Communities Grant.  
Ayes:       Paul Beachnau,  Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce 
                 Brown. 
Nays:      Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Ken Glasser. 
Motion carried.  (see attached)  
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the fountain progress; Conservation District electronic recycling still in 
progress; June 11, 2016 from 9am-2pm is the household hazardous collection at the Road 
Commission; 9-1-1 working towards accepting text messages. 
City Liaison, Township & Village Representative: None. 
 
 
 



Correspondence: 
Rachel Frisch discussed the February Financial Reports. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
March 15, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $67,367.05.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the March 22, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $585,083.15.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose commented on the Conservation District Nature Center. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss attended the trailhead committee meeting, passed a resolution, 
maintenance and leasing agreement signed, getting ready to submit grant. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser was in Washington D.C. as an advocate for NEMSCA; HB 1655. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau thanked the Board for supporting the grant applications. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman glad to see stuff happening in Vanderbilt and the County. 
 
Commissioner Robert Harkness addressed his concerns regarding our water quality and steps to 
make sure we are safe; NEMCOG. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton attended the Bagley Township meeting, they voted to dissolve their DDA. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:48 a.m. 
 
 
_________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
 
_________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 

  












































