CORWITH TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

8170 MILL STREET, VANDERBILT, MI

JANUARY 2, 2013


The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Board members present were Pat Coultes, Tom Loshaw, Marilyn Cole, Vern Kassuba and Debbie Whitman.  Others present were were Tom Serino, Ron Smith, Darrol Miller, Bernie Matelski, Paul Liss and Roberta Tholl.


“That has” was changed to “there are” in the last sentence under the Hall category in the December minutes.  Motion by Whitman, with support by Coultes, to approve the minutes, pay bills and acknowledge the Treasurer’s Report.  Roll call vote:  Coultes – yes, Loshaw – yes, Cole – yes, Kassuba – yes, Whitman – yes.


Public Comment:  No comments were offered.


Report from County Commissioner:  Commissioner Liss reported that the Village has expressed interest in letting recycling use the lot next to their new storage building.  New courthouse security will have the east and west doors with card access only.  Resolutions honoring Jim McBride and Jack Deming for their years of service were passed by the Board of Commissioners.  Lee Olsen will be the Chair of the Board of Commissioners and Ken Boardman will be vice-chair.


Assessing/Zoning:  Kassuba reported he is working on the roll.  He recommended that the current Board of Review members be reappointed.  Motion by Cole, with support by Loshaw, to appoint Herman Hawn, Les Howard and Diana Weber to Board of Review.  Motion carried, 5-0.


Cemetery:  Many trees and limbs down in cemetery from last storm.


Township Property:  Snow removal proposal from North Excavating and Asphalting to extend contract through 2015-16 season for $2,250 per year reviewed.  Depth of 4” fine at transfer site but should be 3” at hall.  Motion by Loshaw, with support by Whitman, to accept the proposal as changed.  Motion carried, 4-1 (Cole voted no).  Kassuba reported that the electrical work is almost finished.  He also talked to three contractors on the walls in the hall.  None recommended taking the paneling off, but that it could be sanded down and refinished.  Loshaw suggested a wallboard that is easy to maintain and will bring in a sample.  No prices were obtained on floor covering yet.  A carpet/tile combination or the use of carpet squares were both suggested.  Kassuba will check these out.  He also received a request for the use of the hall for a community production and the requesters are willing to add on to the stage.  No objections were voiced.  A galvanized panel gate is at the well site that is not needed.  He has an offer of $50 for the gate.  Board had no objection to selling this.

Waste Transfer site:  Check needs to be done to determine if tires have been removed.


Fire/Rescue:  Cole reported that that Fire Department had requested she open the hall as a shelter during the last storm.  Without a generator, really can’t be considered to be a shelter, just a warming center.  The information on what we have available in these instances should be gotten out to the public.  Kassuba can check with the electrician when he is here on what wattage is needed for the hall should a generator be considered.  Coultes reported that the department has advertised for a Fire Board member to represent the department.


Village:  Whitman reported that Awaken Credit Union is looking at the bank building.


School:  Whitman reported that the custodial maintenance contract was reviewed as well as the school secretary contract.  Graduation will be held on 6/2/13 at 1 p.m.  The 3 boiler bid was awarded to J & P Heating.  The Priority School Reform plan was approved.  Another millage attempt will be on the May ballot.

Planning Commission:  Meeting to be held on 1/28/13,


Roads:  Road Commissioner Roberta Tholl reported that their budget has been approved and is increased due to road work.  They have hired a driver but currently have 14 routes and 13 drivers.  Tom Loshaw reported that he talked to Mr. O’Rourke on Pykeschool Road.  Mr. O’Rourke feels it will cost over $20,000 and told him to put it for bid and that he was confident he would be a successful bidder.  Kassuba is waiting to here back from Tom Deans on the cost of limestone, signs and intersection work.


Quarterly Report:  Report distributed with no action required.


Schedule Budget Workshop:  Kassuba reported that he is going to put a preliminary budget together for the Board’s review.


Board Policy:  Sections 3 and 4 of the policy were reviewed and amended.


With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

Debbie Whitman

Corwith Township Clerk
