
February 9, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Erma Backenstose. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                       Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.           
                        
Excused:        Ken Glasser. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to 
approve the Regular minutes of January 26, 2016 with attachments. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the 2016 Remonumentation County representative agreement.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Wade Trim Remonumentation Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Brand Land Surveying Remonumentation agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to appointment Jason Caverson to the Planning Commission with the term to expire on 
December 31, 2016.  Ayes: Unanimous.     
 
Special Presentations: 
Brenda Goodrich was recognized for 20 years of service. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the Right-of-Way Grant with Paxton 
Resource, LLC for the Groen Nature Preserve.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see 
attached)     
 
Administrator’s Report:  
John Burt reported Kyle Ryan is the new Parks and Recreation Director; new website up and 
running; Courthouse plaza fountain finished; EMS expansion walk through; Household 
hazardous waste dump site 6-11-16 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Road Commission. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Sheriff’s Office update was rescheduled. 
      



 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None.  
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
January 29, 2016 Special Warrant and the February 2, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of 
$60,031.32 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the February 9, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $447,948.82.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Robert Harkness, 
to approve the City annexation request for parcel 080-033-100-005-01 being 213 Fairview 
Road.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported the Trail head grant process going well. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the City Council meeting, Michigan snowmobile 
festival held, Alpenfrost record turnout for their run; Chamber awards banquet is 2-9-16; Trail 
development grants applied for. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman volunteered at the Treetops wine tasting. 
 
Commissioner Robert Harkness reported on the Health Department. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting, budget 
information was discussed, Millage decision tabled until March meeting, current millage is up 
this year. 
 
 
 



Commissioner Ken Borton reported on the Bagley Township meeting, trail extension discussed 
and approved, furnishing SANE with $500.00, passed a resolution to disband the Bagley DDA; 
Attending the NACO Conference; SB 571, Public Act 269 gag order lifted; HB 5301 concealed 
pistol license. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 




























































