
 
 
 
 

 

Airport Advisory Committee Minutes 
 

Tuesday, August 6, 2013, – 1:00 p.m. 
Gaylord Regional Airport 1100 Aero Drive 

P.O. Box 1396 Gaylord, MI  49734 
 

MINUTES 

 
 Advisory President Deerfield called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
                 Roll call – Present: Mike Deerfield, Jeff Ratcliffe, John Burt, Donna Stubenvoll,         
                 Dan Wagar, Tom Marker Commissioner Paul Liss (ex-officio) Matt Barresi (Director)  
    
Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Stubenvoll to approve the agenda, Motion Approved. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Stubenvoll to approve the minutes of July 9, 2013. Motion Approved. 
 

A. Guest Speaker 
 
1. Drag Race Proposal- Dave Kasper 

                The Advisory welcomed Dave Kasper to the meeting.  After introductions Dave proposed  
                 the idea that Gaylord Regional Airport be a future venue of car drag racing. After much  
                 discussion the Advisory was in agreement that if possible this would be something we  
                 would like to hold in Gaylord.  Barresi will gather information and talk further with Dave and  
                 provide the Advisory with additional information at the next meeting.  
 

B. Subcommittee Report  
           

1. Planning/Feasibility Study 
                Ratcliffe updated the Advisory that Explorer Solutions was conducting follow up with   
                participants from the steering committee meeting. Explorer had sent out 2 flow charts; one  
                that portrays the actual process and the other one is a potential flow chart for a completely  
                autonomous GSE support concept. Deerfield suggested that he, Ratcliffe and Barresi  
                should meet together and develop a combined review and response to provide additional  
                feedback to both Explorer and the Advisory Committee. 
 

2. Flight Training 
The Flight Training Subcommittee will spend the next few months gathering information 
and will reconvene at a date to be determined.   

 
C. AOPA Update 

 
              1.  Oshkosh 
                   Deerfield briefed on information and discussions around the annual Oshkosh event. Many  
                   of which facing the small GA user. Both he and Marker commented on the noticeable  
                   lack of military presence at Oshkosh this year.  
 
 



 

 
              2.  Third Class Medical 
                   Deerfield briefed on the overwhelming support at Oshkosh for the AOPA and EAA  
                   submitted request to the FAA that would offer pilots the option of obtaining a 3rd class   
                   FAA medical or instead, become educated on medical self-assessment and fly  
                   recreationally using their driver's license as the baseline of health. The exemption would  
                   be allowed for use in certain sized aircraft and particular types of operations. With the   
                   implementation of the Sport Pilot/Light Sport Aircraft Rule, the FAA already uses the  
                   driver’s license as a basic form of establishing medical fitness.   
 

D. Airport Manager’s Report 
                 

1. Snow Removal Equipment Building (SRE) 
Barresi invited the Advisory to the SRE ribbon cutting ceremony to be held at the Airports 
SRE Building on 21 Aug 2013 at 12 noon. This will bring to successful completion a facility 
project started by the Advisory and the Trans/Air Committees several years in the making. 

 
2. Community Involvement 

Barresi was pleased to report that the airport had not only been able to represent GLR and 
Wings Over Gaylord in the Alpenfest Parade but that the airports entry of Snoopy and the 
Red Baron won the ribbon for First Place. The airport maintenance crew working on it 
mostly in there off time did a great job to pull it together.   
 

3. Oil and Gas Pipeline Refurbishment  
                Barresi informed the committee that he had meet with Chevron Oil about their plan to  
                refurbish existing gas pipelines running under the airports property to include one section   
                under Runway 9/27. The project will take place in late September or early October. 
 

4. UpNorth Air 
Barresi briefed the Advisory that the airport had been working along with some community 
leaders to possibly bring UpNorth Air based in Iron Mountain to also operate at GLR. The 
discussion is only in its first stages but everything to date has been positive. Ratcliffe added 
that these things have a process and may take some time.  
 

5. Milbocker Road 
                Barresi stated that he and Mr. Burt had talked with the Road Commission and that during  
                the repaving of Milbocker Road the airport would be receiving some of the milled asphalt.     
                This material will be used to pave the main airshow thoroughfare and possibly some of the   
                airport perimeter road.   

 
 

The next meeting date will be on Tuesday, Sept 10, 2013 at 1:00 pm in the airport conference room. 
The meeting was adjourned by Deerfield at 1:55.p.m.   


