
September 23, 2014 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by AJ Hamilton. 
Roll Call: 
Present:       Tammy LaBouef, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug 
Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Bruce Brown.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of September 9, 2014 with 
attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent agenda: 
The FY 2014 Courthouse restoration budget amendment and the 2014-2015 Commission on 
Aging budget were removed from the consent agenda and placed under New Business under 
item B). 
 
Motion to approve the Groen Nature Preserve Timber Sale Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2014 Sheriff Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the FY 2014 Equipment Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the 2014-2015 Bus Budget.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the 2015 budget process; Municipality visits; Dickerson Road; Union 
negotiations; $50,000 USDA grant for an ambulance; Zoning agreements. 
    
Department Head Report: 
Suzy DeFeyter reported on the County Clerk/ Register of Deeds offices. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose to award Bid 2014-03 to Sunrise Construction in 
the amount of $58,885 and to approve the associated budget amendment in the amount of 
$78,000.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 



Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton to approve the 2015-2020 Capital Improvement Plan as 
presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
Bill Wishart reported on the City Council meeting. 
 
Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 
 
Vicki Courterier reported on the Courts. 
 
Diann Axford reported on the Treasurer’s office. 
 
Correspondence:  
The August balance sheet and budget report were presented. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the September 16, 2014 Warrant in the 
amount of $120,204.30.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the September 23, 2014 Warrant in the 
amount of $631,963.17.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton to approve the FY 2014 Courthouse Restoration Budget 
amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the Commission on Aging Budget.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Lee Olsen opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Tammy LaBouef attended the FOIA presentation; Democrat meeting. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Michigan Association of Counties workers 
compensation fund. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on the Otsego Lake Township meeting. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on Community Corrections; Recycling drop off site; attended 
the MAC conference 
 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix reported on Bagley Township. 



 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the MAC Conference. 
 
Chairman Lee Olsen attended the FOIA presentation. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:37 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Lee Olsen, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 






























