
April 26, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mary Sanders. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.           
                     
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to approve the 
Regular minutes of April 12, 2016 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda; 
Motion to amend the payment terms of the short-term cash advance to the Bus System to be 
extended to September 30, 2016.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the Friend of the Court (FOC) budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Bus System generator budget amended as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Tenurgy Consulting Services Agreement as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve Emmet County Recycling Agreement amendment as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve mobile laptop equipment purchase for 8 patrol vehicles budget amendment 
as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the DNR Declaration of restrictive covenant as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Conservation District recycling agreement as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution OC 16-14 Mortgage Discharge for William C. Luebs and Violet M. 
Luebs.  
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                       Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Nays: None.  Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 



Motion to approve the Library Agreement as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
(see attached) 
 
Special Presentations: 
Kent Hilley from the Sheriff’s Department was recognized for 20 years of service. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the Courthouse Plaza fountain progress; bids due Friday April 29th for 
doors and windows for the County Building; electronics recycling proceeding; adding another 
recycling container at the City location; household hazardous waste pickup is 6-11-16 at the 
Road Commission from 9:00 am to 2:00 p.m.; Iron Belle Trail grant completed; outside historical 
plaques to be cleaned and the flagpole to be painted.   
 
Department Head Report: 
 
Bill Kerr presented the Equalization report, residential real estate market is recovering, Elmira 
Township has a new power plant; 3.03% increase in County equalized value. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, seconded by Julie Powers-Gehman, to accept the 
2016 Equalization Report as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, move to 
cost share with the City of Gaylord on the downtown street project for the portion that affects 
the County building’s Main Street frontage, at a cost of $68,599.  Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, 
Paul Beachnau, Robert Harness, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Nays: Ken Glasser, Paul Liss.  Motion carried.  (see attached)  
   
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: City Manager, Joe Duff reported on the City 
Council meeting; moved forward with shops on Main project; settled labor agreement with the 
Police Officer Union and the labor department; budget session workshop in May. 
 
Mary Sanders reported on the Michigan Township Association Meeting held at Otsego Lake 
Township; Representative from MTA was there and discussed changes about elections; 
reported on the job of the assessors, more restrictions, and more burden at the local level.   
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
Rachel Frisch presented the March 2016 financial reports. 
 
 
 
 
 



New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the April 15, 2016 Special Warrant and the April 19, 2016 Warrant for a total amount 
of $239,514.87 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the April 20, 2016 Special Warrant and the April 26, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of 
$357,290.71.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt Resolution 
OCR 16-15 in opposition of portion of the State Consolidated Plan. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes:      Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma    
                 Backenstose, Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:      None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Chairman Ken Borton to form an ad hoc committee regarding Mbridge.  Ken Glasser to be the 
Chair, Robert Harkness, Paul Beachnau and Ken Borton are on the Committee. 
  
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reminded the Board of the State Community Luncheon May 10th 
at the Otsego Club; Gary Peters will be in Gaylord, May 3rd from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the skate park group, working hard. 
 
Commissioner Robert Harkness attended NEMCOG meeting, surge in tourist traffic, Wings Over 
Northern Michigan. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose attended the MTA meeting at Otsego Lake Township. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss attended Livingston Township meeting, redoing the garage south of the 
main building for offices, opened bids and Siwecki Construction was awarded the bid. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser reported on the Conservation District, eliminate tree sale for certain 
trees that may contain invasive species, could lose most of the fruit trees that are not native to 
Michigan. 
 



Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton attended the MAC transportation meeting, self-driving cars. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:37 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
















































































