
June 9, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Erma Backenstose. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,              
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of May 26, 2015 with 
attachments Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the appointment of Charles (Chuck) Klee to the Planning Commission with 
the term to expire 12-31-2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the Freedom of Information Act Policy.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Special Presentation: 
Brian Webber was recognized for 20 years of service to the County. 
 
Administrator’s report: 
John Burt reported on the Community Center renovations; Recycling Facebook page; foreclosed 
property cleanup. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the FY 2015 Tax Foreclosure budget 
amendment in the amount of $3,800 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached)  
 
Department Head Report: 
Kelley Hiemstra reported on Michigan State University Extension. 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting. 
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the June 2, 2015 Warrant in the amount of 
$59,891.54.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 



 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the June 9, 2015 Warrant in the amount of 
$197,035.72.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose discussed foreclosed properties, DHS Committee meeting. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss discussed property cleanup; construction at the Corwith Township Hall. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and recreation meeting; MMRMA. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Leadership graduation; business after hours at   
Awakon Credit Union June 10, 2015 from 5:00pm-7:00 pm. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the Health Department meeting; attended 
Veterans coffee gathering. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen reported on the Charlton Township meeting; commended the Sheriff’s 
department work crew for the cleanup at the Airport property. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton reported on the Bagley Township meeting; applications being accepted to 
replace Commissioner Richard Sumerix. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:22 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 








































































