
March 10, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Patricia Osburn. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard 
Sumerix, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Excused: Paul Liss, Doug Johnson. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the regular minutes of February 24, 2015 
with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Administrator’s report: 
John Burt reported on the Groen Nature preserve tree cutting; 5K color tour, coloring the ice 
tree; Sheriff’s department move; Recycling. 
 
Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant application public hearing was opened at 
9:39 a.m.  The public hearing was closed at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Committee Report: 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the Bankruptcy and Foreclosure Policy 
as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
  
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
Mike Rola introduced Crista Parfitt, new employee at the Prosecutor’s office. 
 
Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting. 
 
Correspondence:  
Commissioner Lee Olsen received a thank you from Huron Pines. 
Chairman Ken Borton received a thank you letter from Treetops; Letter from the EPA regarding 
underground injection permit; Letter from the DEQ regarding air quality permit.  
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the March 3, 2015 Warrant in the 
amount of $73,396.70.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the March 10, 2015 Warrant in the amount 
of $302,352.45.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to adopt resolution 15-04 DNR Trust Fund Grant 
application as presented.  Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau to amend above motion to 
remove the Conservation District language from the resolution. Vote on amendment-
Unanimous. 
Roll call vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, 
Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Paul Liss, Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted as amended.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to authorize the Administrator to enter into a 5 year 
agreement with the Otsego Conservation District for the County to provide leased space at no 
charge along with telephone and internet services, and to waive permit fees for building 
activities on County owned property in exchange for providing education services to residents 
of Otsego County.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on businesses in Otsego Lake Township. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report.   
 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix reported on the Bagley Township meeting. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported the Chambers is having a taste of Gaylord March 11th at 
Treetops; Dallas golf show; Recycling meeting. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman attended Michigan Works; Health department meeting; 
Veteran affairs meeting. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the NACO Conference; MAC Transportation Committee 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 






