
October  25, 2011 

 
The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Commissioner Erma Backenstose. 
 
Roll Call: 
Present:    Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,            
                   Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.                                                                                        
Excused:    Doug Johnson. 
                                                                                     
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the minutes of October 11, 2011 with 
attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Connie Blotske to the Board of Canvassers with term 
to expire October 20, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the Animal Control building; Courthouse sidewalk; Sgt David Day 
memorial bench; Laptop auction. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the sale of the following to the highest bidders: 

 E6500 Laptop (8H18HH1)-  $150.00 

 D610 Laptop  (1MYYQ91) - $101.01 

 D610 Laptop  (JJYYQ91) - $100.50 

 D505 Laptop (8SD7L51)- $50.50 

 D505 Laptop (6PNQR61)- $15.00 

 19” monitor- $25.00 

 19” monitor-$22.01  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
  
Department Head Report: 
Trisha Adam reported on the HR Department. 
 
Mary Sanders reported on some training some of the Township officials received; MTA meeting 
November 1, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at Bagley Township. 
 
Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village. 
 
Roberta Tholl reported on the road commission.                                                                                       
                                   



Correspondence: 
Chairman Paul Beachnau received a letter from the Department of Human Services. 
 
Rachel Frisch reported on the third quarter financial reports.   
 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the October 18, 2011 Warrant in the amount 
of $154,372.31 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the October 25, 2011 Warrant in the 
amount of $340,273.17.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the contract with Explorer Solutions in total 
amount of $118,000 with $20,000 to come from the Capital Projects Fund (Fund 499), $5,000 
from Otsego County Economic Alliance, and the remaining $93,000 from a CDBG (Community 
Development Block Grant) and a USDA (United State Department of Agriculture) grant.  
Approval contingent upon County Attorney review.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to adopt Resolution OCR 11-31 in recognition of 
James Cotant. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,    
            Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to adopt Resolution OCR 11-31 in opposition to the 
closure of the Gaylord Processing and Distribution Facility. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,    
            Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Public Comment: 
Paul Sopsoitch addressed the Board. 
Ron Smith addressed the Board.  
 
 
 
 



Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose:   Salvation Army.   
 
Commissioner Paul Liss:        Transportation meeting. 
                                                   Airport update. 
                                                   Community Mental Health meeting.                                                           
 
 Chairman Paul Beachnau:    Livingston Township meeting.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:28 a.m. 
 
 
______________________________________  
Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman 
 
______________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk   






