
December 18, 2012 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Vice-Chairman Paul Liss.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Sheriff James McBride.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug        

                      Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  

  

Chairman Paul Beachnau arrived at 9:33 a.m. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the regular minutes of November 27, 2012 

with attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Jeff Ratcliffe to the Airport Advisory Committee with 

the term to expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Daniel Wagar to the Airport Advisory Committee with 

the term to expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve 2012 end of the year budget amendments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the sale of Otsego County Bus number 20 (vin:1HVBEABM12H549575) to 

Play and Learn Zone in the amount of $1,300.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of James Camiller to Commission on Aging with the term 

to expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Alan Couture to Commission on Aging with the term to 

expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Mary Sanders to Commission on Aging with the term to 

expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of John Ernst to the Construction Board of Appeals with 

the term to expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the Groen Support agreement amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried.  (see attached) 

 



Motion to approve the reappointment of David Baragrey to the Parks and Recreation 

Commission with the term to expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Abe Cruz to the Parks and Recreation Commission with 

the term to expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Michael Mang to the Planning Commission with the 

term to expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Philip Alexander to the Zoning Board of Appeals with 

the term to expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

    

Motion to approve the reappointment of  Daniel Wagar to the Zoning Board of Appeals with the 

term to expire on December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported the 9-1-1 director position posted; Land Use Services; Courthouse security 

doors; Personal property tax changes. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the Emergency Management Services 

Agreement for 2013 with funding to come out of the General Fund budget.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to comply with Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011 by 

electing to set the limit Otsego County as the employer will pay for medical benefit plan 

coverage at 80% for all Otsego County employees.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the reappointment of Jack Thompson to the 

Commission on Aging for a three year term ending December 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried. 

 

Special Presentation: 

Kristina Brooks from MSU Extension addressed the Board. 

 

Bruce Brown was excused. 

 

Department Head Report: 

Marlene Hopp reported on the Veteran’s and Housing 

 

James McBride reported on the Sheriff’s Department. 

Matt Nowicki introduced Matt Muladore as his undersheriff. 

 

 

 



Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve OCR 12-36 Recognition of Sheriff Jim 

McBride. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,    

           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

 

Nays:  None. 

Excused:  Bruce Brown. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Commissioner Bruce Brown returned.    

 

The Prosecutor Office reclassification request was removed from the agenda. 

 

Mary Sanders report on the MTA meeting. 

 

Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission.  

 

Correspondence: 

Rachel Frisch reported on the November 2012 financial reports. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the December 4, 2012 Warrant in the amount 

of $155,413.27 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the December 11, 2012 Warrant in the 

amount $225,167.25 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the December 18, 2012 Warrant in the amount 

$707,446.74 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to adopt Resolution OCR-12-35 Recognizing Jack 

Deming. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Public Comment: 

Paul Sopsich addressed the Board.   

 

Freddie Reed addressed the Board. 

 



Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to go into closed session to consult with our attorney 

regarding the decision of the Michigan Tax Tribunal and appeal from the decision filed by Dover 

Township in the case of Treetops Acquisition Company, LLC v Township of Dover, MTT 

Docket No. 316763, and Court of Appeals Case No. 313173, pending in the Michigan Court of 

Appeals, pursuant to Section 8 (e) of the Open Meetings Act since discussion in an open meeting 

regarding the merits of the appeal, likelihood of success, analysis of the proceedings held at the 

Michigan Tax Tribunal, and recommendations from our attorney whether Otsego County should 

contribute towards the cost of prosecuting the appeal, would have a detrimental financial effect 

upon the appeal. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

 

Entered into closed session at 10:45 a.m. 

Returned to open session at 11:40 a.m. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to allocate funding from the County’s Delinquent 

Tax Revolving Fund (Fund 516) to help an appeal by Dover Township concerning the case of 

Treetops Acquisition Company, LLC v Township of Dover, MTT Docket No. 316763, and Court 

of Appeals Case No. 313173, pending in the Michigan Court of Appeals. 

Ayes:  Paul Liss. 

Nays: Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,                     

          Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Motion defeated.  

 

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Clark Bates:     City Council meeting.           

    

Meeting adjourned at11:51 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

 

_________________________________  

Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman  

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk      






























