
December 15, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Suzy DeFeyter. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Ken Glasser,                               
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:        Erma Backenstose. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the 
Regular minutes of November 24, 2015 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to appoint Melanie Youngs to the Health and Human Services Board with the term to 
expire on 10-31-2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to reappoint George Mertz to the Commission on Aging Board with the term to expire 
on 12-31-2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to reappoint Jeff Axford to the Emergency Medical Services Board with the term to 
expire on 12-31-18.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to reappoint David Baragrey to the Parks and Recreation Board with the term to expire 
on 12-31-2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to reappoint Abel Cruz to the Parks and Recreation Board with the term to expire on 
12-31-2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to reappoint Paul Harmann to the Planning Commission Board with the term to expire 
on 12-31-2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to appoint Roberta Tholl to the Planning Commission Board with the term to expire 12-
31-2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to appoint Michael Colosimo to the Zoning Board of Appeals with the term to expire 12-
31-2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to grant authority to the County Administrator to amend all budgets up to $10,000 per 
line item, with subsequent approval by the Otsego County Board of Commissioners at their 
January 12, 2016 regular board meeting.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 



Motion to approve FY 2015 Court Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached)       
Committee Reports: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve a 
budget amendment for 2016 to contribute $50,000 to the Village of Vanderbilt for grant match 
for the Vanderbilt Trailhead Project and to provide $5,000 to the Village of Vanderbilt for plan 
development costs.  The $50,000 grant match to be returned by the Village in the event the 
project does not move forward.  Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee 
Olsen, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Ken Glasser.  Excused: Erma 
Backenstose.   Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Paul Liss, to adopt Resolution OCR 15-40, 
in opposition to House Bills 4947 through 4966. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Ken Glasser, 
                 Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.         
Nays:       None. 
Excused: Erma Backenstose. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to adopt the 
proposed changes to the Otsego County Zoning Ordinance to Article 9 AR/Agricultural 
Resource, Article 17 Schedule of Dimensions, Article 21 Section 21.46, and Article 27 Township 
Participation in County Zoning, as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached)   
 
Administrator’s Report:  
John Burt reported the County Commissioner District IV vacancy has received 8 applications, 
interviews to begin end of December; Courthouse plaza first café table has been installed; Land 
Use project completed; 26 applications received for the Parks and Recreation Director; 
Updating the Parks and Recreation plan. 
    
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  
Lou Ann Olsen reported Bonny Miller has been appointed and sworn in as Chester Township 
Supervisor effective January 1, 2016. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting, Marijuana 
Ordinance passed,  Audit was presented. 
 
Correspondence:  
Chairman Ken Borton received a letter from the Elmira Township Clerk regarding personal 
wireless cellular towers. 
 



October financial reports were presented. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the 
November 20, 2015 Special Warrant and the December 1, 2015 Warrant for a total amount of 
$50,777.62 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the December 3, 2015 Special Warrant and the December 8, 2015 Warrant for a total 
amount of $176,136.55.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to 
approve the December 8, 2015 Special Warrant and the December 15, 2015 Warrant for a total 
amount of $307, 272.10.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the Sportsplex Component Unit Agreement as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to adopt 
resolution OCR 15-39 honoring Lee and Lou Ann Olsen. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Ken Glasser, 
                 Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.         
Nays:       None. 
Excused: Erma Backenstose. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to appoint 
Randy Stults to the Parks and Recreation Commission with a term ending 12-31-2018.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the transportation meeting, shop with a cop had 88 
children this year; Casino in Vanderbilt is still in the process. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown reported on the Sportsplex, hosted a hockey tournament this past 
weekend. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser commended John for the work with the component units. 
 



Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation. 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau had no report. 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman had no report. 
Commissioner Lee Olsen had no report. 
Commissioner Ken Borton had no report. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers Gehman, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to enter 
into closed session at the appropriate time to discuss settlement of pending litigation in 
accordance with the open meeting act, being MCL 15.268(c).--- (c) for strategy and negotiation 
sessions connected with the negotiation of a collective bargaining agreement. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Ken Glasser, 
                 Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.         
Nays:       None. 
Excused: Erma Backenstose. 
Motion carried  
 
Entered into closed session at 10:23 a.m. 
Returned to open session at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to ratify the 2016-
2017 Police Officers Labor Council Tentative Agreement, as discussed in the closed session.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
      
Meeting adjourned at 10:31 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 










































