
November 24, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the Alpine 
Center, 800 Livingston Blvd., Multi-Purpose Room, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called 
to order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Randy Stults. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,   
                       Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Excused:       Bruce Brown. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
Regular minutes of November 10, 2015 with attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-36 2015 CDBG Grant Resolution. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,  
                  Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.         
Nays:       None. 
Excused: Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-37 Fair Housing Resolution. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,  
                  Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.         
Nays:       None. 
Excused: Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-38 Discharge of Mortgage Otsego Property LLC. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,  
                  Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.         
Nays:       None. 
Excused: Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve  NEMSCA Letter of Support.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve the 2016 Board of Commissioners schedule.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 



 
Motion to approve the 2016 Holiday Schedule.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Truth in Taxation public hearing was opened at 9:34 a.m. 
Public hearing was closed at 9:36 a.m.   
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to advance 
$25,000 to the Bus System (fund 588) as of September 30, 2015 and an additional $125,000 by 
the end of 2015 to assist with cash flow shortages caused by lag time in State funding 
payments, set up as a short term due to/due from loan from the Delinquent Tax Fund (fund 
516) to be repaid in full by March 2016.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to adopt Resolution OCR 15-35, the FY 2016 Budget 
and General Appropriations Act Resolution. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,  
                  Ken Glasser, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.         
Nays:       None. 
Excused: Bruce Brown. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Administrator’s Report:  
John Burt reported the County Commissioner District IV vacancy has been posted; Courthouse 
plaza process, they are working on the fountain; waiting for health care rates; Land Use 
remodel is almost complete; Parks director position posted; $18,000 grant for mobile laptops 
for police cars; Trail Grant application motion. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the 
Budget Amendment for trail grant application services agreement with C2AE in the amount of 
$2,100 to come from the General Fund Contingency Fund.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached)   
 
Special Presentations: 
Gaylord Community Schools Superintendent Cheryl Wojtas reported on the early college 
program offered at the High School. 
    
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  None. 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the City Council meeting, Stephen Hartz was 
appointed immediately as City Council member. 
 
 



Correspondence: None. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the 
November 6, 2015 Special Warrant and the November 17, 2015 Warrant for a total amount of 
$56,269.48 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve 
the November 17, 2015 Special Warrant and the November 24, 2015 Warrant for a total 
amount of $168,911.80.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported the Chambers Holiday after hours is December 2nd at 
the Otsego Club, the Downtown Santa parade is December 5th. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the skateboard project progress. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen had no report. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the Vanderbilt Gateway trail head project progress;  
Corwith Township library is open, the open house is December 6th from 1pm-4pm. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the MAC transportation board meeting in Lansing.  
      
Meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 


















































