
November 22, 2011 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Doug Johnson.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard        

                       Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Excused:        Bruce Brown.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of November 8, 2011 with 

attachments were approved via unanimous consent. 

 

Truth in Taxation Public Hearing was opened at 9:33 a.m. by Chairman Paul Beachnau. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to approve the Groen Nature Preserve Fiscal and Property Management Policy. Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 

 

Motion to set the medical benefit plan (medical and Rx) employee costs share at 20% for 2012 

for the Non–union regular employees, Teamsters State, County and Municipal Workers local 214 

Clerical employees, and the Police Officers Association of Michigan Corrections/Dispatch Unit 

employees, per Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011.  The Non-union regular employees’ 

vision/dental employee cost share for 2012 is set at 0%.  The cost share for any bargaining unit 

employees are subject to change per any bargaining unit agreements approved the County Board 

before December 31, 2011.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the Historical Society Service Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried.  (see attached) 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the Animal Control building progress; memorial bench installed; Groen 

property; patrol vehicle bids 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to award BID 2011-17 to Feeny of Gaylord in the amount 

of $23,279 with funds to come from the Equipment Fund (fund 266) .   Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried. 

  

Department Head Report: 

 

Undersheriff Matt Nowicki reported on the Sheriff’s Department. 

 



Joe Ferrigan reported on the Land Use Services department. 

 

Matt Barresi reported on the Airport. 

 

Public hearing closed at 9:59 a.m. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve OCR-11-34 FY 2012 Budget Resolution and 

General Appropriations Act. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

 Nays:  None. 

Excused:  Bruce Brown. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the Otsego County Bus System Operational 

Policy.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

       

Mary Sanders reported Bob Diesing is retiring; Assessors met with the Equalization Dept. 

 

Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village of Vanderbilt. 

 

Vicki Courterier reported that the Polycom systems have been installed in both Courtrooms. 

 

Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 

 

Correspondence:  

 

Chairman Paul Beachnau received a letter from the DEQ; Letter from the United States Postal 

Service; announced various vacancies for various boards. 

 

Rachel Frisch reported on the October 2011 Financial reports. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the November 15, 2011 Warrant in the 

amount of $516,805.43 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the November 22, 2011 Warrant in the amount 

of $233,174.98 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

 



Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to adopt Resolution OCR 11-35 Recognizing Phil 

Curtiss. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton.  

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Bruce Brown. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Board Remarks: 

                                          

Commissioner Clark Bates:           Round-about traffic issues. 

 

Commissioner Erma Backenstose: Township meeting. 

 

Commissioner Ken Borton:            MAC Board of Directors meeting. 

 

Commissioner Lee Olsen:               Road Commission. 

                                                         Thanked John and the Transportation Committee for the bus  

                                                         policy.     

 

Commissioner Paul Liss:                 Transportation Committee meeting. 

                                                           Union contract negotiations. 

 

Chairman Paul Beachnau:              Thanked the Board of Commissioners.                                      

                         

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:29 a.m.                                                                             

 

_________________________________  

Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk      
























