
September 27, 2011 

 
The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Chairman Paul Beachnau, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Commissioner Bruce Brown. 
 
Roll Call: 
Present:    Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,            
                   Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.                                                                                        
Excused:    Lee Olsen. 
                                                                                     
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to correct the Regular minutes of September 13, 2011 
with attachments.  The minutes were corrected to read: Motion to adopt OCR 11-24 Approve 
Rental Rehabilitation Grant Application.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  Minutes were 
approved as corrected.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve the FY 2011 General Fund/Capital Projects budget amendment.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt, OCR 11-29 Courts MERS Hybrid Resolution. 
Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,            
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:   None. 
Excused:  Lee Olsen. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the demolition project; Animal Control Building; Pavilion; Cooperative 
planning meeting. 
 
Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village; Village election that was held. 
 
Roberta Tholl reported on the road updates.                                                                                       
 
Correspondence: 
Chairman Paul Beachnau received a letter from James Varnas. 
 
James Varnas addressed the Board. 
 
 



Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to deny request from Mr. James Varnas to have 
the County waive penalties and interest for delinquent taxes owed on property code #051-150-
000-011-00 and 012.   Ayes: Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug 
Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Clark Bates.  Excused: Lee Olsen.  Motion carried.   
 
The August 2011 financial reports were presented. 
                                     
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the September 20, 2011 Warrant in the amount 
of $165,714.37 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the September 27, 2011 Warrant in the 
amount of $811,911.53.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution OCR 11-28 Shirley Jenkins Recognition. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,    
            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Lee Olsen. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the agreement with Michigan State 
University for Extension Services.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve $2,500 in funding, along with the 
associated budget amendment, to the Northeast Michigan Council of Governments for the 
Otsego County Quality of Life Assessment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose:   Library meeting. 
                                                                Township meeting. 
                                                                 Attended the open house for the Veterans homes.   
 
Commissioner Ken Borton:                 Attended MAC Conference. 
                                                                 Attended Republication leadership conference. 
 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix:        NEMCOG 
                                                                 Consortium meeting. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss:                      Community Corrections meeting. 
 
Commissioner Clark Bates:                 City Council meeting. 



Commissioner Doug Johnson:              Attended MAC Conference. 
 
Chairman Paul Beachnau:                     Attended Outdoor riders Conference. 
                                                                   Attended the open house for the Veterans homes. 
                                                                   Conservation tour. 
                                                                   Tour the Alpine Haus apartments.    
  
Meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
 
 
______________________________________  
Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman 
 
______________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk   


































