
September 25, 2012 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Chairman Paul Beachnau, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Clark Bates.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard        

                      Sumerix, Bruce Brown. 

 

Excused:        Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the regular minutes of September 11, 2012 

with attachments as corrected.    Minutes were corrected to strike the motion made by 

Commissioner Paul Liss to adopt Resolution OCR-12-31 Michigan State Police Coverage.    

Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried.     

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to approve the Charlton Township 2013-2014 Land Use Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the Reappointment of Jim Mathis to the Housing Committee with the term to 

expire on June 30, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the Animal Control Budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

(see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the Medical Examiner Budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve Medical Examiner Power Cot purchase.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

(see attached) 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the leaking on the 4
th

 floor;  building and grounds roof; Christmas tree on 

the County lawn; side walk west side of the County Building; Mental Health meeting; Bids for 

Airport and Building & Grounds  maintenance. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to award Bid 2012-08 for Airport and Building & Grounds 

Services to Gaylord A.R.F.F. as the low bidder.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 



 

Department Head Report: 

 

Matt Barresi reported on the Airport. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Joe Ferrigan is to review the cost of a contractual inspector versus a full time inspector. 

  

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the FY 2012 Building Department Budget 

amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to update the Retiree Healthcare Policy for department 

managers to include the ability to opt out of the Otsego County Group Healthcare Plan at 

retirement and still remain eligible for up to $250.00 per month reimbursement from ages 62-65 

for a maximum of three years.  Eligibility would end at date of Medicare eligibility.  Proof of 

enrollment in a bond fide health insurance program during the term of the benefit and proof of 

monthly payment specific to the retiree would be required.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to place Matthew Nowicki on the Non-Union Pay Grade 13 

Sheriff Step 2, and place Matthew Muladore on the Non Union Pay Grade 10 Undersheriff Step 

3, with both to take effect when they begin their offices on January 1, 2013.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the FY 2013 Bus Budget as presented.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the FY 2013 Otsego County Commission on 

Aging Budget as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Mary Sanders reported on road projects in the Townships. 

 

Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 

 

Vicki Courterier reported on the Court. 

 

Correspondence: 

Chairman Paul Beachnau received a letter from a citizen regarding Amy Moon doing a great job 

at the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

The August 2012 financial report was reviewed. 

 

 

 

 



New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the September 18, 2012 Warrant in the 

amount of $168,783.71 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the September 25, 2012 Warrant in the 

amount $453,325.93 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment: 

 

Brenda Cross addressed the Board. 

 

Missy FitzGerald reported the Animal Shelter received an award from the Michigan Pet Fund 

Alliance. 

   

Board Remarks: 

                                          

Commissioner Clark Bates:        Reported on the City Council meeting. 

 

Commissioner Lee Olsen:           Attended the MTA meeting. 

 

Commissioner Bruce Brown:       United Way Caramel apple fundraiser. 

 

Commissioner Rich Sumerix:      Consortium meeting. 

 

Chairman Paul Beachnau:             Attended Agricultural Day. 

                                                       Attended Veteran’s Day. 

                                                       2013 Budget process.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

 

_________________________________  

Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk      




























