
September 13, 2011 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Lee Olsen.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard        

                       Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the regular minutes of August 23, 2011 with 

attachments were approved via unanimous consent. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

OCR 11-23 MSHDA HRF was removed from the consent agenda and placed under new 

business.  

 

Motion to adopt OCR 11-24 Fair Housing Contact Person. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 

Motion to adopt OCR 11-26 National Preparedness Month. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the 300 Livingston Blvd demolition; Web Cam at the Airport; Animal 

Control building progress; Cross Street air conditioners. 

  

Department Head Report: 

 

Kyle Legel updated the Board on the Prosecutor’s office. 

 

Mike Thomson updated the Board on the 911/Emergency Management. 

 

.     

 



Correspondence: 

 

Chairman Paul Beachnau announced there are two Board of canvasser positions available; 

received a thank you letter regarding the 211 funding; A letter from Northeast Michigan Council 

of Governments; DNR public notice. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the August 30, 2011 Warrant in the amount of 

$121,682.03 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the September 6, 2011 Warrant in the 

amount of $50,543.13 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the September 13, 2011 Warrant in the 

amount of $151,162.57 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the FY 2011 General Fund-

Contingency/General fund-Clerk Budget amendment in the amount of $4115.00.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached)  

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt Resolution OCR 11-25 creating a separate division 

within MERS for the Teamsters-Bus Division. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to adopt Resolution OCR 11-27 creating a separate 

division within MERS for the Teamsters-Clerical Division. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to adopt Resolution OCR 11-23 appointing Marlene Hopp 

as the Otsego County Housing Program Fair Housing contact person. 

 Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 



Board Remarks: 

                                          

Commissioner Doug Johnson:      MMRMA meeting. 

                                                       Airport and Transportation Committee meeting. 

                                                       Parks and Recreation meeting. 

 

Commissioner Erma Backenstose: Invitation to the Veterans homes. 

 

Commissioner Ken Borton:            Attending MAC Conference. 

 

Commissioner Lee Olsen:               Budget process. 

                                                         Charlton Township meeting.     

 

Commissioner Rich Sumerix:       Bagley Township meeting. 

                                                       Health Department. 

 

Chairman Paul Beachnau:              Thanked Marlene Hopp and her office. 

                                                        September 11
th

 celebration. 

                                                        Recycling meeting.                                                               

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:27 a.m.                                                                             

 

_________________________________  

Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Lynn Branch, Chief Deputy Clerk      














