
September 24, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100. The meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m. by 

Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Judge George Mertz.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,                                       

                      Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Excused:       Bruce Brown. 

Absent:          Paul Beachnau.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of September 10, 2013 with 

attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Paul Beachnau arrived at 9:35 a.m. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to approve the Toys for Tots agreement as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

(see attached) 

 

Motion to approve CERT Equipment purchase as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

Special Presentation: 

Judge George Mertz introduced himself to the Board. 

 

Linda Yaroch from the Health department reported on the health care exchange set for October 1, 

2013. 

 

Jane Sundmacher from the Health department reported on the Northwest Michigan 2013 

Community health assessment, the assessment is on their website; reported on the goals of the 

action plans, improve access to comprehensive quality health care services, Promote health and 

reduce chronic disease risk through healthy diets, improve health, fitness and quality of life 

through physical activity, Reduce substance abuse, reduce illness, disability and death related to 

tobacco use and secondhand smoke exposure. 

Committee Reports: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the 2014-2019 Capital Improvement Plan.  

Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 9-1-1 Dispatch Services Agreement with the 

State of Michigan.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 



Pam Matelski the State of Michigan dispatch supervisor addressed the Board supporting the 

agreement. 

 

Linda Rutkowski a 9-1-1 dispatcher addressed the Board opposing the agreement; concerned 

about the current employees not being hired by the State. 

 

Chris Martin a 9-1-1 dispatcher addressed the Board opposing the agreement. 

Mary Sanders addressed the Board supporting the agreement. 

Jon Deming addressed the Board supporting the agreement. 

     

City Liaison Bill Wishart reported the City they are working with Livingston Township with the 

transfer of property for the future development; ground breaking of the new credit union on the 

corner of Murner Road and Main. 

 

Mary Sanders reported the next MTA meeting is October 15, 2013 at the City Hall.  

 

Township and Village Representatives- None. 

 

Correspondence: 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen received a thank you card from the family of Paul Liss; Letters from 

different Townships regarding resolutions; Bay County and Ontonagon County struggling with 

HB4785; Lake County supporting SB395; letter from National Bio energy. 

 

The August financial reports were presented and previously reviewed at Budget and finance. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the September 17, 2013 Warrant in the 

amount of $199,719.22 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the September 24, 2013 Warrant in the 

amount of $370,198.45 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Board member District 1 appointment: 

The County received 3 applications for the District 1 seat.  Tammy LaBouef, Julie Powers-

Gehman and Joe Wambold.  All three applicants addressed the Board as to why they would like 

to be appointed.    

Roll Call Vote:  Paul Beachnau voted for Tammy, Paul Liss voted for Julie, Erma Backenstose 

voted for Tammy, Richard Sumerix voted for Joe, Doug Johnson voted for Tammy, Ken Borton 

voted for Tammy, Bruce Brown was excused, and Lee Olsen did not have to vote as it only 

required for 4 Board members to vote for the same person.  Tammy LaBouef  is appointed as 

District 1, County Commissioner.  

 

County Clerk Suzy DeFeyter sworn in Tammy LaBouef as County Commissioner District 1. 



 

Public Comment: 

Roberta Tholl from the Road Commission reported the discussion of closing of Charles Sanders 

road in Hayes Township is on the agenda for September 25th; the road commission has 

developed a road name assignment policy. 

 

Board Remarks: 

 

Commissioner Ken Borton:     Attended the annual MAC conference in Frankenmuth, over 900 

people in attendance. 

 

Commissioner Rich Sumerix:  Reported on NEMCOG meeting, changing GED testing, and 

standards higher.  Reported on the consortium meeting, closing the Atlanta office.  Having a 

meeting every 2 months instead of 3 months, no raises because of no funding. 

 

Commissioner Tammy LaBouef:  Thanked the Board for the appointment. 

 

Commissioner Paul Liss:  Corwith Township discussing a noise and nuisance ordinance. 

 

Commissioner Paul Beachnau:  Recycling meeting was held last Monday, the use is going up, 

and 152 tons has been picked up in Otsego County so far. Reported on the tourism meeting, 

tourism is up.  October 4, 2013 at 8:00 a.m. there is a good morning Gaylord at Treetops.  The 

guest speaker is Kevin Klein.  There is a chamber business showcase on October 9, 2013 from 

4:00pm-7:00pm at Treetops. 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen:  Attended the Halloween camping weekend at the County Park. 

 

Administrator John Burt:  Reported the next 2 days all of the 8
th

 graders will be visiting the 

Groen property.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:02 a.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  

Lee F. Olsen, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     






















