
August 27, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100. The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Judy Wagley .     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,             

                      Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Excused:       Clark Bates. 

Absent:          Bruce Brown. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of August 13, 2013 with 

attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to approve the appointment of Gary Averill to the Northern Country Community Mental 

Health Board with the term to expire March 31, 2015.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of Bonnie Byram to the Otsego County Library Board of 

Trustees with the term to expire August 31, 2018.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the reappointment of John LaFave to the Otsego County Housing Committee 

with the term to expire September 16, 2016.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported the demolition is finished on Timberline and Old Stump road; Conservation 

District regarding gypsy moth spraying; Recycling meeting September 16, 2013; Budget 

meetings with Department heads this week; starting Union negotiations.   

 

Department Head Report: 

Sheriff Matt Nowicki reported on the revenue for the Sheriff’s department; various trainings for 

his staff; Cage has been installed in the work camp van and is now in use. 

 

Prosecutor Mike Rola reported his office is starting to work on backload cases; budget process.  

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton to adopt the Zoning Ordinance changes as presented.  

Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

City Liaison, Township and Village Representatives- None. 

 



Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on the Budget and Finance Committee meeting, fee 

schedule for Land Use Services; alarm fee taken off; the County is not going to provide funds to 

the dog park request; Treetops lawsuit status. 

 

Roberta Tholl from the Road Commission reported on the Milbocker and McCoy road projects; 

south end of Hayes Tower road completed; Lake Louise there was some seal coating done; 

Michaywe and Guthrie lakes there has been some work done; the Road Commission will soon 

have its own website.  

 

Correspondence: 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen received an invitation from Huron Pine, DNR to kickoff the demolition of 

the Saunders Dam September 9, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.; Notice from DEQ regarding 1 project of air 

quality, new compressor engine to be in Dover Township; Received a resolution from Alger 

County in opposition to HB 4785.  

 

Unfinished Business: 

 

Motion to approve the Millage request policy.  Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to 

amend the motion by substituting the original policy included in the Board of Commissioners 

August 13, 2013 packet with the revised policy included in the August 27, 2013 Board of 

Commissioners packet.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached)    

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the August 20, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$194,367.86 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the August 27, 2013 Warrant in the amount 

of $191,348.62 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss to approve OCR-13-19 National Incident Management  

System (NIMS). 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,  

            Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Clark Bates.  Absent: Bruce Brown.  Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached) 

  

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Paul Beachnau: Reported on the tourism bureau. 

 

Commissioner Paul Liss:    Reported on the transportation meeting, snow removal equipment 

building open house; Dave Kasper attended advisory meeting he wants to do drag racing; Fed Ex 

wants to renew their contract. 



Commissioner Richard Sumerix:  Welcomed Larry Nowak; reported on the gypsy moth count. 

                          

Commissioner Ken Borton:  Attended the MAC meeting in Atlanta last week; MAC annual 

conference to be held in Frankenmuth. 

  

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

_________________________________  

Lee F. Olsen, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     


























