
August 13, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100. The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Richard Sumerix.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard        

                       Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of July 23, 2013 with 

attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to approve FY 2013 Animal Control Budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve FY 2013 911 Fund Budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve OCR 13-18 NEMCOG Support. 

Roll Call Vote:     

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

                     Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 

Motion to approve the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority reappointment of Vernon Kassuba 

with the term to expire July 31, 2016.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion to approve the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority reappointment of Janis Kellogg 

with the term to expire on July 31, 2016.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the Livingston Blvd paving; Clerk’s office remodel almost complete; 

Received bids for cleanup of properties. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve F&F Excavating as the low bidder for 

BID 2013-04, and to approve the associated budget amendment in the amount of $6,800.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 

 



Department Head Report: 

Vern Schlaud reported on the Land Use Services department. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the changes to the Otsego County Zoning 

Ordinance as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the Millage Request policy as presented. 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to postpone discussion of the Millage Request policy 

until the August 27, 2013 Meeting.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

 

City Liaison, Township and Village Representatives: 

Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the City-Council meeting, the City hired a new DDA 

Director; new farmer’s market director. 

 

Correspondence: 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen received correspondence from Northern Michigan Substance Abuse. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to enter into closed session after public comment to 

discuss the purchase or lease of real property in accordance with the open meeting act, being 

MCL 15.268(d). 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

                     Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the July 30, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$129,271.63 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the August 6, 2013 Warrant in the 

amount of $104,892.92 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the August 13, 2013 Warrant in the amount 

of $315,070.79 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

Public Comment: 

 

Larry Edwards updated the Board on the dog park. 

 

Entered into closed session at 10:30 a.m. 



 

Returned to open session at 10:43 a.m. 

 

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting; Groen property;       

                        Community Center; Irontone Springs. 

 

Commissioner Richard Sumerix: 

                         Health Board 

                         Bagley Township meeting, looking at disbanding the DDA. 

  

Meeting adjourned at 10:57 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

_________________________________  

Lee F. Olsen, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     




















