
July 13, 2010 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Vice-Chairman Paul Liss.  Invocation by Commissioner Clark Bates, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Commissioner Robert Harkness.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug 

                      Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

 

Excused:        Ken Glasser.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the regular minutes of June 22, 2010 as 

presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Item B) OCR 10-27 Alpenfest der Buergermeister, Alma Harris was removed from the consent 

agenda and placed under new business as item E). 

 

Consent Agenda: 

Motion to the Bagley Township Land Use Services agreement.    Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried.   (see attached) 

 

Motion to adopt Resolution OCR-10-28 2010 Alpenfest Parade Marshal, Robert Doumas.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau. Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug            

           Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Ken Glasser. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to adopt Resolution OCR-10-29 2010 Alpenfest Honored Industry, University Center.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau. Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug            

           Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Ken Glasser. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Motion to adopt Resolution OCR-10-30 2010 Alpenfest Honored Industry, M-TEC at Kirtland.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau. Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug            

           Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Ken Glasser. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Administrators report: 

John Burt reported on the AT&T paperwork; jail ventilation project; flag pole painted; bids for 

repaving employee parking lot and sheriff’s department parking lot. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve Payne & Dolan as the low bidder for 

employee parking lot repaving project (BOD 2010-04) with a bid of $18,205 with funds to come 

from the Capital Project Fund (499).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Department Head Report: 

County Clerk/Register, Suzy DeFeyter, updated the Board on the County Clerk’s office and the 

Register of Deeds office. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the Information Center Purchase agreement 

with the Gaylord Area Chamber of Commerce with funds to be transferred from the Delinquent 

Property Tax Fund (516) to the Capital Projects Fund (499) to be designated for the purchase.  

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Mike Hyde, 

Bruce Brown.  Nays: None.  Excused:  Ken Glasser.  Abstain: Paul Beachnau.  Motion carried.  

(see attached) 

  

Elizabeth Haus reported on the music in the park that was held in the Village of Vanderbilt.  

  

Correspondence: 

Vice-Chairman Paul Liss, received the S.A.N.E board meeting minutes; Notice from CMU. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson received a letter regarding the grant received for courthouse 

security. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mike Hyde, to approve the June 29, 2010 Warrant in the amount of 

$449,049.73 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to approve the July 6, 2010 Warrant in the amount of 

$83,935.07 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

 



Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the July 13, 2010 Warrant in the amount of 

$606,415.22 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the low bid of $27,686.20 from Gaylord 

Ford for Bid 2010-06 for the Building and Grounds ¾ ton 4X4 pickup truck with funds to come 

from the Equipment Fund (266).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the low bid of $7,575.00 from Zaremba 

for bid 2010-07 for the Building and Grounds Zero-turn 60” commercial mower with funds to 

come from the Equipment Fund (266).  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve a budget amendment of $6,000 from the 

Contingency Fund (101-941) to the Marine Safety budget (101-331)  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion to adopt OCR-10-27 2010 Alpenfest der Buergermeister, Alma Harrison. Motion to 

amend, on the 5
th

 paragraph, the Gaylord Herald Times named Alma as the 2010 Burgermeister.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau. Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Doug            

           Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused: Ken Glasser. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted as amended.  (see attached) 

     

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:      Parks and Recreation meeting. 

 

Commissioner Erma Backenstose:  Attended the music in the park in Vanderbilt. 

                                                         Attended the 4
th

 of July dedication in Johannesburg. 

                                          

Commissioner Robert Harkness:     Health Department Meeting. 

                                                          Veteran’s memorial in Johannesburg. 

 

Commissioner Mike Hyde:               Requested to send Traverse City a congratulatory in              

                                                           becoming a Coast Guard City.         

 

Commissioner Bruce Brown:             Elmira Township meeting. 

 

Commissioner Paul Beachnau:           Invited everyone to Alpenfest. 

   

 

 

 

 

 



Meeting adjourned at 10:07 a.m. at the call of the Vice-Chair.                                                         

                    

 

_________________________________  

Paul L. Liss, Vice-Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 






















