
July 22, 2014 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Paul Sopsich. 
Roll Call: 
Present:       Tammy LaBouef, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug 
Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Absent: Paul Beachnau. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of July 8, 2014.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to approve the updated fee schedule to include the Parks and Recreation Department 
cabin rental.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution OCR 14-27 NEMCOG-NMCCAB FY2015. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Tammy LaBouef, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, 
Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Absent: Paul Beachnau.   
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve Jason Caverson to the Otsego County Remonumentation Peer Review Group 
with the term to expire on June 12, 2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve James Schwandt to the Otsego County Remonumentation Peer Review 
Group with the term to expire on June 12, 2017.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to reappointment Jon Deming as the Otsego County’s Emergency Management 
Coordinator.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Administrator’s report:  John Burt reported on the Animal Shelter; Groen Nature Preserve; 
Household hazardous waste material drop off; Sheriff office space; Wings over Gaylord; 
Received a letter from Great Start Collaborative. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson to approve the 2015 Wings Over Gaylord Air Show 
including associated agreements.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to prohibit smoking and tobacco products in the 
fenced area, dog run area at the Otsego County Dog Park along with associated seating areas 



and pavilion/gazebo, located at 540 S. Otsego Ave, parcel identification 101-104-000-350-00.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Robert Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 
 
Special Presentations: 
Tom Boughner and David Yarrington were recognized for 20 years of service. 
   
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: None. 
 
Correspondence: None.  
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the July 15, 2014 Warrant in the amount 
of $105,688.68.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the July 22, 2014 Warrant in the 
amount of $357,002.85.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Doug Johnson, to approve the agreement with Northern Michigan Regional Entity 
for Substance Use Disorder Coordination Services as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Tammy LaBouef, to appoint Carl Kiiskila to the Otsego County 
Remonumentation Peer Review Group for a term of three years to expire on June 12, 2017.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Lee Olsen opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix reported on the Parks and Recreation. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on the recycling. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on DHS. 
 
Commissioner Tammy LaBouef reported on the fair board meeting; City Council meeting. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on Municipal Risk Management. 
 



Commissioner Ken Borton reported on the Planning commission meeting; Michigan Northern 
County Association meeting; NACO conference. 
 
Chairman Lee Olsen reported on SANE.    
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m.  
 
 
 
___________________________________________   
Lee Olsen, Chairman 
 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 
























