
July 9, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Clark Bates, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by 

County Administrator John Burt.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard                                  

                      Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Bruce Brown. 

 

Excused:         Paul Beachnau, Ken Borton. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of June 25, 2013 with 

attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the Cross Street move; Clerk’s office remodel; Treasurer’s office 

temporary move; Removing 3 mobile homes the County received through foreclosure; 

Courthouse front sidewalk completed. 

 

Special Presentation: 

 

Roberta Tholl gave an update on the Road Commission. 

 

City Liaison, Township and Village Representatives- None. 

 

Correspondence: 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen received Marquette County resolution regarding revenue sharing; received 

the report of the 9-1-1 audit; The MTA meeting is July 16, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at Livingston 

Township. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the July 2, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$143,648.25 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the July 9, 2013 Warrant in the amount 

of $405,377.20 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt OCR 13-14 recognizing the Otsego County 

Commission on Aging as the honored industry for 2013. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson,    

            Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused:  Paul Beachnau, Ken Borton. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 

Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to adopt OCR 13-15 recognizing Diane Pompei as the 

2013 Parade Marshal. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson,    

            Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused:  Paul Beachnau, Ken Borton. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to adopt OCR 13-16 recognizing Maureen Derenzy 

as the 2013 Der Burgermeister. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson,    

            Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused:  Paul Beachnau, Ken Borton. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 

 

Public Comment:  

Ron Smith addressed the Board regarding the friendship shelter millage vote and requested a 

reconsideration vote. 

 

James Flint commented on the friendship shelter millage vote. 

Larry Corell commented on the friendship shelter millage vote. 

Paul Sopsich commented on the friendship shelter millage vote. 

Roberta Tholl commented on the friendship shelter millage vote. 

Judy Wagley commented on the friendship shelter millage vote. 

Sheriff Matt Nowicki commented on the friendship shelter millage vote. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix to reconsider the homeless shelter millage vote.   

 

 



Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates to postpones the motion to reconsider until the July 23, 

2013 meeting.  Ayes: Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug             

                                   Johnson. 

                          Nays: Lee Olsen, Bruce Brown.     

                          Excused: Paul Beachnau, Ken Borton.  Motion carried. 

      

Board Remarks: 

 

Commissioner Rich Sumerix:  Attended Bagley Township meeting. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:  Attended Parks and Recreation meeting, worked on the budget 

for 2014, possible fish cleaning station at the County Park, replacing a truck; Fireworks; Smile 

for miles race held at the Groen property, Community Center gym floor completed; Wah Wah 

Soo vandalism; Irontone Springs landscaping.  

  

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

_________________________________  

Lee F. Olsen, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     
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