
June 11, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Lee Olsen.  Invocation by Vice-Chairman Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Maureen Derenzy.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard        

                       Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of May 28, 2013 with 

attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to adopt OCR 13-10 Mortgage Discharge Murrell. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the renovations at Cross Street; Recycling sites open. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to open the gate on Cross Street for the summer.  Motion 

by Commissioner Clark Bates, to postpone to the June 25
th

 meeting.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the FY 2013 Budget Amendment for the 

Clerk’s office remodel in the amount of $3,685 with funds to come from the Courthouse 

restoration fund (fund 497) as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the FY 2013 budget amendment for the 

Equalization department relocation in the amount of $20,000 with 50% of funds to come from 

the 499 capital projects fund and 50% to come from the general fund contingency fund (fund 

101-941) as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the FY 2013 budget amendment for the 

purchase of two metal detectors in the amount of $8,000 with funds to come from the equipment 

fund (fund 266) with any reimbursement from MMRMA to be placed in the equipment fund 

upon receipt as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Special Presentation: 

 

Scott Whitcomb reported on the DNR land acquisition. 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to support the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

efforts to acquire the John Jensen property in the Pigeon River State Forest as presented.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Department Head Report: 

Mike Rola reported on the Prosecutor’s office. 

Maureen Derenzy reported on the Library. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the dog park policy as presented.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Correspondence: 

 

Chairman Lee Olsen received a letter from Charlton Township regarding the Planning 

Commission. 

 

New Business: 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the June 4, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$25,712.48 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the June 11, 2013 Warrant in the amount of 

$347,892.08 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to adopt OCR 13-11 Michigan Road Infrastructure. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,   

                     Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  

 

Public Comment: 

Paul Sopsich addressed the Board wanting the minutes to have more specific detail of what is 

said.    

 

 

Board Remarks: 



 

Commissioner Richard Sumerix:    Health Department. 

.  

Commissioner Ken Borton:             MAC Board of directors meeting. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:         Parks and Recreation. 

 

Commissioner Paul Liss:                  Air show is June 15
th

.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

_________________________________  

Lee F. Olsen, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk     














