
May 12, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Paul Sopsich 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,              
                       Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the regular minutes of April 28, 2015 with 
attachments. Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson to amend the regular minutes of April 28, 
2015 to read Commissioner Doug Johnson commented on Proposal 1.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  Minutes approved as amended. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-17 Discharge of Mortgage of James E. Colby and DeMarus A. Colby   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,              
            Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None.    
Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached)  
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-18 National Police Week.   
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose,              
            Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None.    
Motion carried/Resolution adopted. (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Bank Escrow Agreement.    Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see 
attached)   
 
Motion to approve the FY 2015 General Fund/Capital Projects Budget Amendment.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s report: 
John Burt reported the bid package on the Community Center is out; EMS bid package almost 
ready; Recycling Committee; Vanderbilt Zoning issues.  
 
Department Head Report: 
Dona Wishart reported on the Commission on Aging. 
 
 



 
 
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
Bill Wishart report on the City Council meeting. 
 
Correspondence: 
Rachel Frisch reported on the March Financial reports. 
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the May 5, 2015 Warrant in the amount of 
$66,048.76.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the May 12, 2015 Warrant in the amount 
of $445,319.68.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on the Leadership Program Graduation June 2, 2015 at 
the Otsego Club; State of the Community lunch May 12, 2015. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the DDA. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen Thanked John Burt for attending the Charlton Township meeting; 
attended the Veterans Coffee at the Airport. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss congratulated John Burt on his commander’s award at the VFW. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix reported on Bagley Township Nuisance Complaints. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on the trash in the County; cleaning up properties in 
the County. 
 
Chairman Ken Borton is setting up a meeting with representatives of Bagley Township and the 
County Treasurer; MAC Environmental and regulatory affairs Committee meeting; Elmira 
Township meeting; Veterans Coalition meeting. 
 



 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 


















