
April 13, 2010 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Chairman Ken Glasser.  Invocation by Chairman Ken Glasser, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Finance Director Rachel Frisch.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Ken   

                      Glasser, Doug Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the regular minutes of March 23, 2010 with 

attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   

 

Department Head Report: 

Kyle Legel updated the Board on the Prosecutor’s office. 

 

Human Resources update was postponed. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the FY 2010 Section 5311 Operating Agreement 

with MDOT.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to discontinue the Otsego County Recycling program 

with any uncommitted funds being returned to the General Fund Contingency and to continue the 

Agreement with the Otsego Conservation District to provide recycling education.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

Randy Stults reported on the Planning Commission. 

 

Correspondence: 

Chairman Ken Glasser received a notice from MSU; Public Notice from NEMCOG. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson received a letter from MMRMA. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the March 30, 2010 Warrant in the 

amount of $384,213.51 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the April 6, 2010 Warrant in the amount of 

$23,159.29 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mike Hyde, to approve the April 13, 2010 Warrant in the amount of 

$34,843.10 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 



 

Motion by Commissioner Robert Harkness, to adopt Resolution OCR-10-14 in support of the 

Wolverine Clean Energy Venture Permit.  A motion to amend above motion by Commissioner 

Clark Bates, to amend the date on the first RESOLVED paragraph to read April 13, 2010.  Vote 

of amendment-Unanimous. 

Roll Call Vote on amended Resolution: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Erma Backenstose, Ken Glasser, 

           Doug Johnson, Mike Hyde, Bruce Brown. 

Nays:  None. 

Motion carried/ Resolution adopted as amended.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to proceed with the Otsego Lake County Park 

bathroom remodeling project, using the lowest qualified bidder.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 

carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark bates, to approve the low bid from Sanborn for the digital 

orthophotography in the amount of $37,235 to include the base bid, Option 1 and Option 2.  

Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.   

   

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Erma Backenstose:  Recycling. 

                                                          MAC meeting. 

 

Commissioner Robert Harkness:      Airport Committee. 

 

Commissioner Mike Hyde:               Possible animal control buildings. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:          Parks and Recreation meeting. 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to request the Planning Commission revisit the sign 

ordinance regarding flashing signs.  Particularly rate of change of messages.  A motion to amend 

above motion by Commissioner Robert Harkness to include a review of signage size.  Vote on 

amendment-unanimous, Vote on amended motion-unanimous.  Motion carried as amended. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to have the Criminal Justice Committee review 

establishing a Friend of the Court citizens oversight/review board.  Ayes:  Bruce Brown, Paul 

Beachnau, Paul Liss, Doug Johnson, Clark Bates, Ken Glasser.  Nays: Mike Hyde, Robert 

Harkness, Erma Backenstose.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Ken Glasser:                     NEMSCA. 

                                                           Thunder over Waters fundraiser April 18, 2010. 

                                                            Volunteer Fundraiser April 17, 2010. 

 

 

 

 



Public Comment: 

 

Denise Pallorito announced on April 27, 2010 GOP meeting at Marsh Ridge at 6:00 p.m. 

featuring meet the Candidates that are running for the 105
th

 District.  Mike Cox will be at the 

Sportsplex April 14, 2010 from noon to 1:30. 

 

Mary Jorgenson reported on the Volunteer Fundraiser.    

                      

Meeting adjourned at 10:43 a.m. at the call of the Chair.                                                                  

           

 

_________________________________  

Kenneth R. Glasser, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 














