
April 12, 2011 

 
The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Chairman Paul Beachnau, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Commissioner Clark Bates. 
 
Roll Call: 
Present:    Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix                                                                                                   
                   Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  
Excused:   Doug Johnson.  
                                                                  
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the Regular minutes of March 22, 2011 
with attachments were approved via unanimous consent. 
 
The agenda was amended to add under special presentations, item 2) Ruth Ann Galbraith 
regarding Veterans Day parade on Memorial Day. 
  
Consent Agenda: 
 Motion to approve Wade Trim Remonumentation Contract. Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve Bob Mitchell & Associates Remonumentation Contract.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the County Surveyor Contract.  Ayes: Unanimous. 
 
Special Presentation: 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve OCR-11-07 Honoring Barbara Fleming. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Ken  
            Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Excused: Doug Johnson. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson arrived at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Ruth Ann Galbraith addressed the Board regarding the closure of Main Street for the Veterans 
parade on Memorial Day. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to reimburse to the City ½ of the City cost up to 
$2,000.00 for the closure of Main Street during Memorial Day ceremonies and waive work 
camp fees.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
         



 
 
Department Head Report: 
 
Suzy DeFeyter, County Clerk/Register reported on the Clerk/ROD offices. 
Bill Kerr presented to the Board the Equalization report. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the 2011 Equalization Report as presented.  
Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Mary Sanders reported the next MTA meeting is May 17, 2011 at Otsego Lake Township; 
Veterans flags. 
 
Roberta Tholl from the Road Commission reported the upcoming road projects. 
 
Correspondence: 
Chairman Paul Beachnau received a letter from the Department of Transportation; Letter from 
Department of Mental Health; Letter from the U.S. Census Bureau. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen received correspondence from NEMSAS. 
 
The Planning Commission 2010 Annual report was submitted to the Board.  
                                            
New Business: 
 Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the March 29, 2011 Warrant in the 
amount of $610,993.69 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the April 5, 2011 Warrant in the amount of 
$37,555.41 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the April 12, 2011 Warrant in the amount of 
$269.969.55 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve OCR-11-08 Social Host Liability Awareness 
Month. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, 
Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
 
  
 



Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson:               Parks and Recreation meeting.  
                                                                    Medical Marijuana Store. 
                                                              
Commissioner Paul Liss:                          Corwith Township meeting. 
                      
Commissioner Richard Sumerix:            Health Department. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen:                       GIS lockdown. 
                                                                     Flags. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton:                    Attended MAC Conference. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose:       Attended Seniors Breakfast. 
                                                                    Pest Control. 
 
                                                           
Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. at the call of the Chair. 
 
 
______________________________________  
Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman 
 
 
______________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk   






