
March 29, 2012 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:33 a.m. by 

Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Commissioner Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Chairman Paul Beachnau.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Richard                          

                       Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,  

 

Excused:         Lee Olsen, Bruce Brown. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the regular minutes of March 13, 2012 with 

attachments. Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

Motion to approve the budget amendment to establish the budget for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation 

Grant and to transfer $10,000 from the 911 Fund (Fund 261) to cover the initial expenses of the 

Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant, to be set up as a due to/from loan to be repaid in full once 

reimbursement is received.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see attached) 

 

Motion to adopt, OCR 12-11 Commendation in Honor of Patricia Osburn. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, Doug 

Johnson, Ken Borton. 

Nays: None. 

Excused: Lee Olsen, Bruce Brown. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the water damage at the Alpine Center; Carpet at the Alpine Center; 

Dedication ceremony at the new Animal Control building; new veterans computer. 

 

Otsego County Community Foundation addressed the Board. 

 

Kelly Heimstra, MSU-E, District 4 Coordinator addressed the Board. 

 

Department Head Report: 

Diann Axford updated the Board on the Treasurer’s department. 

 

Motion to approve the Friendship Housing Center Agreement with the associated budget 

amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Mary Sanders reported on the MTA personal property tax information. 



 

Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 

 

Correspondence: 

Chairman Paul Beachnau received a notice from NEMCOG. 

 

Commissioner Paul Liss received information from ProAct. 

 

New Business: 

 

 

Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the March 20, 2012 Warrant in the amount of 

$441,290.40 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the March 27, 2012 Warrant in the 

amount $208,520.09 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  

 

Motion to set the Prosecutor’s salary Brendan Curran at Step 3 at an $84,288.12 annual salary.  

Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the 2012 budget amendment for Alpine 

Center water damage repairs in the amount of $25,000 from contingency to 499 specific project.  

Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Public Comment: 

Carol Muse addressed the Board. 

     

Board Remarks: 

                                          

Commissioner Clark Bates:      City council meeting. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:  MAC meeting. 

 

Commissioner Rich Sumerix:    Consortium meeting. 

 

Commissioner Ken Borton:         MAC meeting. 

 

Commissioner Erma Backenstose:   MAC meeting. 

                                                          Attended Patricia Osburn’s Recognition. 

 

Commissioner Paul Liss:                  Airport open house May 19
th

. 

  

 

 

 



Chairman Paul Beachnau:              Chamber Legislative Coffee 4-16-12 at 9:00 at the School       

                                                           Board Office.   

                                                         State of the Community luncheon May 15, 2012 at 11:30 at    

                                                            Otsego Club. 

                                                         Recycling pilot project April 7
th

.   

                                                           

Meeting adjourned at 10:34 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

_________________________________  

Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk      














