
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with physical limitations that may tend to restrict access to or participation in this meeting should contact the 
County Administrator’s office (989-731-7520) at least twelve (12) hours prior to the scheduled start of the meeting. 

 

 
Otsego County Board of Commissioners 

225 West Main Street  ● Gaylord, Michigan  49735 
989-731-7520 ● Fax 989-731-7529      

                         

               
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
The Otsego County Board of Commissioners will hold a regular meeting on Tuesday, March 12, 
2013 beginning at 9:30 a.m., at the County Building - 225 W. Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, 
Michigan  49735.  

 

AGENDA 

 

Call to Order 
 

Invocation 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Roll Call 
 

Approval of Regular Minutes of February 26, 2013 w/attachments   
 

Consent Agenda 
 

A. Conservation District Agreement – Motion to Approve 
 

B. FY 2012 Medical Examiner Budget Amendment – Motion to Approve 
 

Administrator’s Report 
 

Special Presentation   

A. Recognition of 20 Year Service (Cathy Baragrey, Joyce Butcher, Sara Schmidt) 
 

B. Alpine Regional Tennis Association Update  
 

C. Sturgeon River and Poquette Road Stream Crossing Project – Livingston Township, Huron 
Pines, and the Otsego County Road Commission 

 

D. DNR Presentation on Pigeon River Acquisition Support Request 
 

1. OCR 13-03 and OCR 13-04 Support for DNR Property Purchases 

 

 Department Head Report 
 

A. Sheriff Update – Matt Nowicki, Sheriff 
 

 Committee Reports  
 

A. Budget & Finance Committee 
1. Livingston Road Repair Request   

 City Liaison, Township & Village Representatives  
 

Correspondence  
 

New Business 
 

A. Financials 
 

1. March 5, 2013 Warrant 
 

2. March 12, 2013 Warrant 
 

B. OCR 13-05 Sheila Simpson Recognition Resolution  
 

C. Other Business 
 

 Public Comment 
 

Board Remarks, Announcements, and Informal Discussions 
 

Adjournment 
 
 



February 26, 2013 

 

The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 

Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 

Vice-Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Vice-Chairman Ken Borton, followed by the Pledge 

of Allegiance led by Commissioner Clark Bates.     

 

Roll call: 

Present:         Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken          

                      Borton, Bruce Brown. 

 

Excused:        Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the regular minutes of February 12, 2013 with 

attachments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

Motion to approve the Brand Land Surveying 2013 Remonumentation agreement.  Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve the Wade Trim 2013 Remonumentation Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous. 

Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve 2013 County Representative Remonumentation Agreement. Ayes: 

Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to adopt, OCR 13-02 Bus Funding request. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,       

            Bruce Brown. 

Nays:   None. 

Excused:  Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose. 

Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 

 

Motion to approve FY 2013 Budget Amendments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 

attached) 

 

Motion to approve FY 2013 Budget Amendments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. (see 

attached) 

       

Administrator’s Report: 

John Burt reported on the building renovations on Hayes Road; Land Use Services director 

interviews. 

 



 

Department Head Report: 

Matt Barresi reported on the Airport. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve funding to the Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society 

for the Gateway to Gaylord project in the amount of $3,000 with funds to come from the general 

fund contingency fund, along with the associated budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  

Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to award bid 2013-02 to Emmet County pending 

successful negotiation of a contract by the County Administrator.  In the event of failing to 

mutually agree to a contract with Emmet County, the County Administrator has the authority to 

negotiate and enter into a contract with American Waste.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 

Mike Rola reported on the Prosecutor’s office. 

 

Correspondence: 

Rachel Frisch reported on the January 2013 financials. 

John Burt reported on the Planning Commission 2012 annual report. 

 

New Business: 

 

Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the February 19, 2013 Warrant in the 

amount of $411,030.46 as presented. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to approve the February 26, 2013 Warrant in the amount 

$298,961.49 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to adopt Resolution OCR 13-03 Support for DNR 

purchase of Bryce Tract. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Doug Johnson. 

Nays:  Paul Liss, Richard Sumerix, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Excused: Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose. 

Motion defeated. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt Resolution OCR 13-04 Support for DNR purchase 

of Skiba Tract. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Doug Johnson. 

Nays:  Paul Liss, Richard Sumerix, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 

Excused: Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose. 

Motion defeated. 



 

Public Comment: 

Paul Sopsich addressed the Board. 

 

Board Remarks: 

Commissioner Clark Bates:     Public entrance to the County Building. 

 

Commissioner Doug Johnson:  Criminal Justice meeting. 

 

Commissioner Bruce Brown:    Ice rink. 

 

Commissioner Richard Sumerix:  Consortium. 

 

Vice-Chairman Ken Borton:     National Association of County Conference. 

   

Meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m.                                                                             

 

 

_________________________________  

Kenneth C. Borton, Vice- Chairman  

 

_________________________________ 

Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk      
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