
March 24, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Sheriff Matt Nowicki. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, 
Bruce Brown.  
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of March 10, 2015 with 
attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to approve FY 2015 Groen Nature Preserve budget amendments as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2015 Parks and Recreation budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2014 General fund budget amendment as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-05 Mortgage Discharge Mary Ann Barrette as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
   
Motion to adopt OCR 15-06 Mortgage Discharge Brenda Sue Bonamie as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-07 Mortgage Discharge Sharon R. Glen as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 



Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-08 Mortgage Discharge Mary M. Graham as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-09 Mortgage Discharge Joseph M. McLain as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-10 Mortgage Discharge Russell L. Phillips and Lillian M. Phillips as 
presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-11 Mortgage Discharge Polly Taskey as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Motion to adopt OCR 15-12 Mortgage Discharge Martha VanRyckeghem as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 



Motion to adopt OCR 15-13 Mortgage Discharge Thomas A. Wheeler and Pamela D. Wheeler as 
presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s report: 
John Burt reported on the Community Center leak; EMS building addition for Medical Examiner; 
Groen Nature tree cutting; MMRMA Rap grant for half of the cost of new cameras; Recycling 
Committee; Sheriff’s department move. 
 
Committee Report: 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to adopt OCR 15-14 Fair Housing Resolution as 
presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to adopt OCR 15-15 Rental Rehabilitation Grant 
Authorizing Resolution as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Liss, Erma Backenstose, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton,              
           Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Excused: Paul Beachnau, Lee Olsen, Richard Sumerix. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Department Head Report: 
Suzy DeFeyter reported on the County Clerk and the Register of Deeds offices. 
  
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting. 
 
Correspondence:  
Chairman Ken Borton received a letter from a St. Joseph County Commissioner that came to 
visit the Animal Shelter. 
 
Rachel Frisch reported on the January and February Financial reports.  



 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the March 17, 2015 Warrant in the amount of 
$68,612.61.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to approve the March 24, 2015 Warrant in the 
amount of $550,109.79.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose reported on the Otsego Lake Township meeting; DHS. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss reported on Corwith Township/Village of Vanderbilt trail head project. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report.   
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson had no report. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attending MAC Conference. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 










































