
February 8, 2011 

 
The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Paul Beachnau.  Invocation by Commissioner Clark Bates, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Commissioner Bruce Brown. 
 
Roll Call: 
Present:   Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix                                                                                                   
                  Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.     
                                                                       
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the Regular minutes of January 25, 2011. Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
 Ordinance 2011-01 Planning Commission Ordinance was removed and placed under new 
business as item E). 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of Paul Eckert to the Otsego County Construction Board 
of Appeals with the term ending December 31, 2012.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the reappointment of John G. Ernst to the Otsego County Construction 
Board of Appeals with the term ending December 31, 2012.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the POAM tentative agreement. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution OCR 11-04 Board Appointment Policy as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,                
           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Special Presentation: 
Tony Radjenovich updated the Board on MERS. 
           
Department Head Report: 
 
Diann Axford reported on the Treasurer’s office. 
 
Joe Ferrigan reported on the Land Use Services department. 
 
Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village of Vanderbilt. 



 
Chairman Paul Beachnau welcomed Roberta Tholl. 
 
Correspondence: 
Chairman Paul Beachnau reminded the Board of the MAC Conference registration forms. 
                                             
New Business: 
 Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the February 1, 2011 Warrant in the 
amount of $89,760.94 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to approve the February 8, 2011 Warrant in the 
amount of $177,003.19 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution OCR-11-03 in opposition to House Bills 4102 and 4103, and Senate 
Bill 34 as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix,                
           Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached)  
 
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to award Bid 2011-03 to Gaylord Lincoln Mercury Ford 
along with the associated Budget Amendment in the amount of $25,000.  Ayes: Unanimous. 
 Motion carried. (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the Improvised Explosive Device Exercise Planner 
Agreement with the Region 7 Medical Disaster Preparedness Network. Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2011-01 Planning Commission Ordinance.  Motion by 
Commissioner Lee Olsen to amend the above motion to amend section 1.05(H) by adding 
“Master” to the words plan in the 3rd and 4th sentences to read: of any master plan or 
amendment to a master plan.  Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to amend the above 
motion to amend section 1.05 (G) to read all questions which shall arise at the meetings shall 
be determined by a majority vote.  Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to postpone to the 
February 22, 2011 meeting.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
 Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen:            Addresses of houses hard to find. 
                                                         Huron Pines annual meeting. 
       
Commissioner Ken Borton:         Pink ribbon riders. 
 



Commissioner Erma Backenstose:  Senior breakfast. 
   
Commissioner Richard Sumerix:       Health Department meeting.          
                                                                Kiwanis program.  
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson:           Health Department meeting. 
                                                                Justice and public safety meeting. 
                                                                MAC Board. 
                                                                 Municipal Risk management. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss:                       Health Department/mental health.   
 
Chairman Paul Beachnau:                    Road Commission meeting. 
                                                            
Meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m. at the call of the Chair. 
 
 
______________________________________  
Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman 
 
 
______________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk   






















