
February 22, 2011 

 
The Regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held in the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Vice-Chairman Paul Liss.  Invocation by Commissioner Clark Bates, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Commissioner Lee Olsen. 
 
Roll Call: 
Present:   Clark Bates, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix                                                                                                   
                  Doug Johnson, Ken Borton. 
Excused:  Paul Beachnau, Bruce Brown. 
                                                                       
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to approve the Regular minutes of February 8, 2011 with 
attachments as corrected. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. The minutes were corrected to 
read on page 2 paragraph regarding the motion to adopt Ordinance 2011-01 Planning 
Commission Ordinance Commissioner Lee Olsen’s motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
 Motion to approve the purchase of a crew cab 4WD truck from Jim Wernig Chevrolet at a cost 
of $22,695 to be paid out of the building inspection (249) Fund.  Ayes: Unanimous. (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve 2010 Budget Amendments.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see 
attached) 
 
Motion to approve the Volunteer Energy Services contract for the 225 W. Main Building, and to 
the contract for all other County facilities once the savings and service are verified as 
satisfactory for the 225 W. Main building.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown arrived at 9:40 a.m. 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau arrived at 9:41 a.m. 
 
Special Presentation: 
Bill Carpenter addressed the MSU-E Memorandum of agreement. 
 
Pete Amar reported on the 211 Services. 
           
Department Head Report: 
 
Theron Higgins updated the Board on the Bus System. 
Commissioner Clark Bates complimented the Bus System. 
 
 



Committee Reports: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve the Sportsplex Proposed Fee Schedule with the 
Open Swim and Open Skate User Rates to take effect immediately, and the Hourly Rental Rates 
to take effect on June 1, 2011.  Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen to amend above motion to 
strike the hourly rate.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Vote on amended motion-Unanimous.  Motion 
carried as amended. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve a contribution of $300 to Charlton Township to 
assist with the Johannesburg Veteran’s Memorial fencing costs to be funded out of the 
Contingency Fund.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to approve an increase of $5,000 to the Straits Area 
Narcotics Enforcement for a total contribution of $10,000 to be funded out of the Contingency 
Fund.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to adopt resolution OCR 11-05 approving the submittal of 
the Otsego County Bus System financial assistance to the Michigan Department of 
Transportation for fiscal year 2012.  
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Clark Bates, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard Sumerix, 
Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays:  None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Elizabeth Haus reported on the Village of Vanderbilt. 
 
Correspondence: 
Chairman Paul Beachnau announced positions available for the Zoning Board of Appeals; 
Annual budget for the child care; Copy of the final inspection of the Jail. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to amend the proposed amendment to Section 1.05 G 
by adding to the end of the proposed amendment the words “For item G, a majority vote shall 
be defined as being more than one-half of the votes cast”.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to amend Section 1.05 A by substituting the words 
“chairperson” for the word “officers” in the second sentence.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
 



Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, to amend Section 1.05 H by substituting the words “a 
majority” for the word “2/3” in the first sentence and by capitalizing each instance of the 
phrase “Master Plan”. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  Ordinance adopted as amended. (see 
attached)  
                                            
New Business: 
 Motion by Commissioner Ken Borton, to approve the February 15, 2011 Warrant in the amount 
of $151,772.08 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Richard Sumerix, to approve the February 22, 2011 Warrant in the 
amount of $135,537.46 as presented.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Clark Bates, to appoint Paul Cafuk to the Veteran’s Affairs Committee 
with the term ending December 31, 2011 and to appoint Chuck Berlin to the Veteran’s Affairs 
Committee to a term ending December 31, 2014.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
 Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson:       Parks and Recreation meeting. 
       
Commissioner Paul Liss:                 Union Contracts. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen:                Johannesburg Fire Department chili cook off.   
   
Chairman Paul Beachnau:                Recycling Committee Meeting Thursday. 
                                                               Chamber awards banquet.  
                                                            
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m. at the call of the Chair. 
 
 
______________________________________  
Paul M. Beachnau, Chairman 
 
 
______________________________________   
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk   




























