
January 27, 2015 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building, 225 West Main St., Room 100.  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by 
Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Mary Sanders. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, 
Richard Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the regular minutes of January 13, 2015 with 
attachments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Consent agenda: 
 
Motion to approve FY 2015 Groen Nature Preserve Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2015 General Fund Snowmobile Grant Budget Amendment.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2015 Equipment Fund (Computers) Budget Amendment.  Ayes: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2015 Capital Projects Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2014 Miscellaneous Budget Amendments. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
USDA Grant Public Hearing (OCEMS Ambulance) was opened at 9:33 a.m. 
Public hearing was closed at 9:35 a.m.    
 
Dona Wishart reported on the Commission on Aging 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to approve the addition of one full-time Sheriff’s 
Deputy position along with the associated budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report: 
John Burt reported on the Sheriff Office remodeling; Ice rink; cutting trees at the Groen Nature 
Preserve. 



Special Presentations: 
Kelley Heimstra reported on the MSU Extension. 
 
Department Head Report: 
Bill Michaels reported on the Sportsplex. 
  
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative: 
 
Bill Wishart reported on the City Council meeting. 
Mary Sanders reported on the Townships. 
Matt Nowicki reported on the Sheriff’s Department. 
Roberta Tholl reported on the Road Commission. 
 
Correspondence: None.  
 
New Business: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to approve the January 20, 2015 Warrant in 
the amount of $72,010.91.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the January 27, 2015 Warrant in the amount of 
$216,157.29.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lee Olsen, to adopt resolution OCR 15-02 proclaiming April as Social 
Host Awareness: 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Lee Olsen, Erma Backenstose, Richard 
Sumerix, Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Nays: None. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Erma Backenstose, to approve the Straits Area Narcotics Enforcement 
(SANE) Interlocal Agreement. Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  (see attached) 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported on a non-motorized trail project meeting; Chamber of 
Commerce awards banquet February 10, 2015 at Treetops at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 



Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, to encourage and direct Otsego County Prosecutor 
Mike Rola, to prosecute those individuals found responsible for the malicious destruction of 
property at Treetops Resort over the weekend of January 16, 17, and 18 to the fullest extent of 
the law.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman had no report. 
 
Commissioner Lee Olsen attended the BeBloomin presentation. 
 
Commissioner Erma Backenstose had no report. 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 
Commissioner Richard Sumerix had no report. 
 
Commissioner Doug John attended the BeBloomin presentation. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton had no report. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth Borton, Chairman 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 
 


















































