
January 12, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Otsego County Board of Commissioners was held at the County 
Building at 225 West Main Street, Room 100, Gaylord, Michigan.  The meeting was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by Chairman Ken Borton.  Invocation by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Roberta Tholl. 
Roll Call: 
Present:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Ken Glasser,                               
                       Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown. 
Excused:        Erma Backenstose. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to approve the 
Regular minutes of December 15, 2015 with attachments and the Regular minutes of January 5, 
2016.  A motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by Commissioner Ken Glasser, to 
amend the following motion: Motion by Commissioner Paul Beachnau, seconded by 
Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve a budget amendment for 2016 to contribute   provide 
matching funds of $50,000 to the Village of Vanderbilt for grant match for the Vanderbilt 
Trailhead Project and to provide $5,000 to the Village of Vanderbilt for plan development costs.  
The $50,000 grant match to be returned by the Village in the event the project does not move 
forward.   Vote on amendment-Unanimous.  Vote on amended motion-Unanimous.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser requests item E the Village of Vanderbilt Trailhead Project be 
removed from the consent agenda and placed under new business. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Motion to approve FY 2016 9-1-1 Fund Budget amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
(see attached) 
 
Motion to reappoint Mary Sanders to the Otsego County Emergency Medical Services Board 
with the term to expire 12-31-2018. 
 
Motion to approve the EMS Component Unit Agreement.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Sheriff Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Motion to approve FY 2016 Capital Projects Budget Amendment.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carried.  (see attached)  
 
 
 
 



 
Committee Reports: 
 
Motion by Commissioner Doug Johnson, seconded by Ken Glasser, to adopt Resolution OCR 16-
01, Otsego County Community Recreation Plan 2012-2016 Amendment. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:        Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Ken Glasser, 
                 Doug Johnson, Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.         
Nays:       None. 
Excused: Erma Backenstose. 
Motion carried/Resolution adopted.  (see attached) 
 
Administrator’s Report:  
John Burt reported on the Courthouse Plaza project, stonework being done on the fountain and 
tables; EMS building almost complete; applied for a $30,000 grant for trailhead project; 
interviewed 4 people for the Parks and Recreation Director. 
 
Special Presentation: 
Steve Rollins reported on the Northern Michigan Veterans Coalition. 
      
City Liaison, Township and Village Representative:  
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman reported on the City Council meeting, Marijuana 
Ordinance passed; Ordinance passed to allow chickens in the City limits; DDA appointments. 
 
Robert Tholl reported on the Road Commission, public hearing was held to approve the 
amended 2015 budget and the 2016 budget; Reorganizational meeting held; moving to 1 
meeting a month; inventory finished, less salt used; met with the Townships regarding projects 
they would like done  
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
New Business: 
Motion by Commissioner Robert Harkness, seconded by Commissioner Doug Johnson, to 
approve the December 21, 2015 Special Warrant and the December 22, 2015 Warrant for a 
total amount of $467,801.58 Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ken Glasser, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the December 29, 2015 Special Warrant and the December 29, 2015 Warrant for a 
total amount of $168,497.47.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Bruce Brown, seconded by Commissioner Paul Liss, to approve the 
January 5, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $64,044.19.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion carried. 



Motion by Commissioner Paul Liss, seconded by Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman, to 
approve the January 12, 2016 Warrant for a total amount of $312,488.32.  Ayes: Unanimous.  
Motion carried.  
 
Motion to rescind the motion from the December 15, 2015 meeting to approve $5,000 to the 
Village of Vanderbilt for plan development costs for the Vanderbilt Trailhead Project and move 
to provide $5,000 to Corwith Township for plan development costs for the Vanderbilt Trailhead 
Project.  Ayes: Julie Powers-Gehman, Paul Beachnau, Paul Liss, Robert Harkness, Doug Johnson, 
Ken Borton, Bruce Brown.  Nays: Ken Glasser.  Excused: Erma Backenstose.  Motion carried.  
(see attached) 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau introduced the Leadership of Otsego County program students in 
the audience. 
 
Public Comment: 
Chairman Ken Borton opened up the meeting for public comment. 
 
Board Remarks: 
 
Commissioner Paul Liss had no report. 
 
Commissioner Bruce Brown had no report. 
 
Commissioner Ken Glasser attended the MSU extension visioning meeting; Bagley Township  
meeting, looking into disbanding their DDA. 
 
Commissioner Paul Beachnau reported business after hours at the Airport 1-13-2016; Veteran’s 
coffee gathering held at the airport. 
 
Commissioner Julie Powers-Gehman had no report. 
 
Commissioner Robert Harkness reported on the milfoil in Big Lake. 
 
Commissioner Doug Johnson reported on the Parks and Recreation meeting, recreation plan 
was discussed, election of officers. 
 
Commissioner Ken Borton attended the Bagley Township meeting, agreed to funding for the 
trailhead project, disbanding their DDA; Attended MAC environmental regulatory affairs 
meeting in Lansing. 
       
 
 
 
 



Meeting adjourned at 10:13 a.m.  
 
 
___________________________________________   
Kenneth C. Borton Chairman 
 
___________________________________________ 
Susan I. DeFeyter, Otsego County Clerk 








































